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A Godly Medytaty 
on of che chriſten fowle ,concers 
ninge a loue towardes God and 
bys Chriſte, compyled in frenche by lady 
Margarete quene of Nauerre, and apte⸗ 

ly tranſlated into Englyſh by the 

ryght vertuouſe lady Elyzabeth 

doughter to our late ſouerayne 

Aynge Senri the. vnij. 
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Zu the ryght vertu⸗ 


ouſe and chriſtenly lerned yon⸗ 
ge lady Elizabeth, the noble doughter of 
our late ſouerayne FyngeBenry the. 
pit}. Johan Bale wyſheth helth 
wit h dayly increace of Goodly 
Fe knowledge. 
| Juerſe and many (moſt 
oracyeuſe lady) hauethe 
f oppnyons bene amonge 
i the prophane philoſo⸗ 
phers andchriſten dyuy⸗ 
nanoes, concernynge ryghe 
Nobylyte, and no fewar ſtryues and con⸗ b 
tencyons for the fame. Some autours ha Nobylyte 
ue vaynely boaſted it to take orygynallof 
the olde Goddes of the Gentyles as eues 
ry lãde hath had hys peculyar Gaturne, 
Jupiter, & Hercules. yea our Englãde 
here and all. Some hath fatt it from 
the foure generall monarchyes of the Aſ⸗ 
ſyrianes, Perſeanes, Grekes, and Roma 
nes. Some haue attrybuted it, tothe bole 
de battayles and bloudſhedynges, in Ni⸗ 
nus of Babylon the firſt inuẽtonr of poly⸗ 
cyes in warre. in our great Albion the 
Chemeſene, whych firſt in thys regyon Albion 
8 ſißres 
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Che Epyſtle dedyeatory. 
Bru ſnppreſſed the poſterite of Japhet, vſur⸗ 
te. pynge therin the firſt monarchy. in Brute 
that moꝛe than ſix hondred yeares after 
defaced of hym the tyrannouſe yſſue. in 
Ebꝛãck and Dunwallo. in Bꝛenne and 
Belyne. in great Conſtantyne, Artoure, 
Cadwalader, Engiſt, Egbert, Alphrede 
wyllyam cõquerour & (och ot her, foꝛ lyke 
cõqueſtes of the Romanes, Grekes. Gale 
les, pyctes, Bꝛytaynes. Saxons, Dancs 
Iryſhens and Englyſhens. Me 
Che hawty Romanes fet not yet 2 
Romani lyttle by themſelues, that they haue ryſẽ 
| of Aeneas & Romulus, of whom the one 
moſt ſhamefully betrayed bys owne naz 
thyne kyndred and contraye, and the other 
moſt vnnaturally ſlewe hys orone bꝛot her 
Gwalli foꝛ woꝛldly domynyõ. Lyfe as our walſhe⸗ 
men here in Englande. aduaũcynge their 
ſuc ceſſyon oꝛ progeny aboue the Engly(h © 
wyll nedes come of Dardanus & Bute, a4 
foñdacyõ not all vnlyke to the other. The⸗ 
ſe gloryoufedampyons foꝛ thys farre fats 
ched groũde of their Nobylyte, ac coũte all 
other nacyons and peoples, ignoble, pro⸗ 
fane, and barbarouſe, as is to be ſeane in 
the monumẽtes of their writers. But in 
65 the meaneſeaſon, they are 3 1 
1 they 


The Epyſtle dedyeatory. Fo 3. 
they wndyſcretelyprefarre curſed Cham 
to bleſſed Japhet, by whofe peſteryte the 

Iles of the Gentyles were firſt ſoꝛtedout 
in to end nacyons, Ge- 
ne io. and not by Chams ofſprynge, of 
whome the Troianes and Romanes had 
their noble begynnynge. That the Chame 
ſenes had int hoſe Iles, was by cruell vſur 


Japhet, 


pacyon & tyrãny, as teſtyfyeth Beroſus 


the Caldeane and therfoꝛ that grotide 


of Nobylyte is not all the beſt. Guer and 


beſydes all thys, ſome haue applyed it to 
renomed byrth or ſucceſſyon of bloude, ſo⸗ 
me to the habñdañce of plea ſures woꝛldly 
ſome to the mayntenañce of great famy⸗ 
yes, ſome to the ſůptuouſneſſe of notable 
buyldynges, ſome to the hygh ſtomake & 
ſtature of perſone, ſome to valeaũtneſſe 
in marcyall feates, ſome toſ emely maners 
ef courteſye, ſome to lyberalyte of rewar⸗ 
des and gyftes, ſome tothe auncyenmeffe 
of longe coutynuaunce, ſome to wyſdome 
lernynge & ſtody for a cõmẽ welth with 
fod lyke. Andtheſe arenot all to be dyſa⸗ 
lowed, foꝛ we fynde them in Abꝛa ham, & 
Sauid with other iuſt fathers. 

But nowfoloweth, a monſtruouſe, or 
whether ze wylli a preſtygyouſe nobylyte 
„31 Au The 


kyndes of 
Viobylyre 


FTC be E pyſtle dedycatory. 
Che Romyſy clergye ymagenynge to ex⸗ 
alte themſelues aboue the lewde layte 

€lergy. Castheyfbame not yet to call the woꝛldly 

N powers) haue geuen it in a farꝛe ot her 

kynde, to mytars maſſes, Cardynall hat⸗ 

tes, cꝛoſers, cappes, ſhauen crownes, oyled 

t hombes ſyde gorones. furꝛed amyſes, mẽ 

kes cowles, and fryres lowfy coates, bea 

cõmyngetherby põtyfycall loꝛdes, ſpiry⸗ 

tuall ſirs, and ghoſtly fathers. Thys kyn⸗ 

de of Nobylyte dygged out of the donge⸗ 

| hyll, haue J ſeane goꝛgyouſly garnyſhed 

Stãbery with che retoꝛyc kes of Poꝛphyry, Ariſto⸗ 

tle, Sune, and Raymundus decretals, in 

the bokes of Johan Stanbery byſhopp of 

herfoꝛde, De ſuperioritate eccleftaftica, 

De diſcrimine iuriſdietionum, and De 

poteſtate põtificia. In the bokes alſo of 

Bunte. Malter hũte an oꝛdynary reader fůtyme 

in Oxfoꝛde, De precellẽtia Petri, & De 

autoritateeccleſie. yea. and amõge théz 

ſelues they haue moch contended both by 

diſputac yon & writynges, whychof their 

ſeetes myght other excell in the nobyl⸗ 

neſſe of chriſten perfection. The monkes 

in publyque ſcoles, by a dyſtync cyon of the 

actyuc and contemplaryue lyfe, haue 

. a duaunced their ydell mokery aboue the 
„ office 


The Esyſtle dedy catory. Fo 4 ereres 

o Offyce en the fryres their g 65 cere! 
ſcalde crauynge beggery.aboue the de⸗ 
grees ofthe Both. As is largely ſeane in 
the brawlynge woꝛkes of Rycharde May 
deſton, Thomas walden, Wyllyam Byn⸗ 
tre & other whych haue written Contra 
wicleuiſtas, & Pro mẽdicatione fratrũ, 

In the dayes of kynge Edwarde the Myluerr 

fourt, Johan Myluerton prouyncyall often. 

the Carmelytes, was full thre yeares, a 

pryſoner in the caſtell of Angell at Rome 
at the ſute of the byſhoppes of Englande 
foꝛ the ſame, and loſt ſo the byſhopryck of 
ſaynt aui ds, wherunto he was a lyttle 
afoꝛe elected. T hys matter haue J hear⸗ 
de, vndre the tyttle of Luangelyck pers 
feccyon, moſt depely reaſoned in their or 
dynary dyſputacions at their conc our ſes 
cCdðuocacyons, aud chapters (as they than 
called them) yea by thoſe whome J kne⸗ 

we moſt coꝛruptlyners, Bertito foꝛ four⸗ꝗ. oi dern 

nyſhynge out the ſame, the graye fryres sy 
added. S. frances paynted woũdes, the, 
blacke fryres. S. Domynyckes bolde dys 
ſputynge with heretykes, the wbyte fry⸗ 
res our ladyes fraternyte, and the Augu⸗ 
ſtyne fryres the great doctryne of their 
patrone. In the vnxuerſytees afte moch 
A iuj te an 


The Epyſtle dedycatory. 1888 
preſtes to and fro, hath it bene concluded, that 
the order of a preſt haue farre excelled in 
dygnyte the order of a byſhopp. And thys 
haue they left behynde them foꝛ a moſt 
| graue and depe reaſon therupon. Marke 
‘a their more than lucyferyne preſumpcyon 
therin. Soch power bath a preft (faye 
eee they) as bath neyther Angell noꝛ yet 
Pr: Man, be he of neuer fo great autoryte 
E Seuils ſcyẽc e, or vertu. For a preſt by woꝛde mas 
Acarnate ye make hym agayne, that by woꝛde made 
heauen & earth. Apreſt maye euery daye 
iz both byget hym and beare hym, where as 
bys mother Marye bygate hym (beare 
hym they wolde faye) but ones Theſe are 
their very woꝛdes in a boke entytled. De 
oꝛigine Nobilitatis. ca.. with moch mos 
| re cyrcumſtaunce of matter. Oblaſphe⸗ 
| mouſe bellybeaſtes, & moſt ydell wytted 
| ſorcerers. Bow ydolatroufly exalte they 
| themſelues aboue the eternall lyuynge 
a God & bys Chriſt: | 85 
| Nobylht Johan Chriſoſtome a man taught and 
Nobylyte p dught vp inthe driften philoſophy. de 
i fyneth the true Nobylyte after a farꝛe 

other ſoꝛt, than ded the prophane wri⸗ 
ters. Be calleth it not with Ariſtotle, a 
woꝛthyneſſe of progeny, neyther ok with 
Gre 


The Epyfile dedyeatory. Fo. 8. 

Varro ã opulẽcy of ryches, but a fameuſe 

renome obtayned by loge exercyſed vertu 
He ispuſaunt, hygh.ã d valeaunt ( ſayth 
he) and bath Nobylyte in right conrfe, 
that dyſdayneth to geue place to vyces 
and abheꝛreth to be ouercomen of them 
| Soctryne greatly adourneth ama bygh 

ly borne, but a godly e of chriſty⸗ 

anyte berotyfyeth hym moſt of all. By no, , 
other wayes haue the Apoſtles and Mar Apoſtlea. 
tyrs obtayned a noble report, then by the 
valeaunt foꝛce of pure doctryne and fayth 
A gẽtyll hart ( ſayth Seneca) oꝛ a ſtoma⸗ 
Tee that ys noble, moueth, prouoketh, and 
ſturreth, only to thynges honeſt. No man 
wohych bath « noble wytte, delyteth in 
| thyngesof ſmall value moch leſſe in mat 
ters of fylthyneſſe oꝛ ſupperſtycyon. Che 
fely apperteyneth it to men and women 
of ſyncere Nobylyte, to regarde the pure ’ 
doctryne and faythe. vnto ſoch hath God Faythe. 
promyſed intheſcriptures, habundaunce 
of tẽpoꝛall thynges, longe lyfe, fortunate 
chyldren, a kyngedome durable, with fod 
other, Deut. 28. 

A moft woꝛthy conquerour is Gedeon Gedeon. 
noted in the fcriptures, for deſtroyenge 

falſe relygyõ & renuynge the kyngedome 

a2 of fayt h 


Chepyfile!dedyectoype : 
Lſe rex. of faythe. Judi. vj. Go is tynge Ufa, fen 
remounynge the male ſtuesfrom the pre 
latesabhoꝛrynge marryage, &c feꝛ puttyn 

ge downe ydolles whych bys forefathers. 
maynteyned. . Reg. i sSo is kynge ZJoſa 
Joſaphat phat, for beynge couragyoufe in the wa 
yes of God, and for put tynge downe the 
_ ~ byl aulters & their ſacrifices. 2. parali 
| Zehu. 17. So is kynge Jehu, foꝛ ſleynge the yde 
| latrouſe Preſtes, and for breakynge and 
burnynge their great God Baal. and foꝛ 

Se 46 e Jakes of their holy churche 
Reg. 10 So is kynge EZechias for clẽ⸗ 

en the houſe of the loꝛde from all fyl 

t hyneſſe, afoꝛe hys tyme therin occupyed 

2 · Parali.2 9. and for breakynge downe 
the braſen ſerpent and ydolatrouſe yma⸗ 

ges with their aulters and ſanctuaryes. 
„A. Reg. 18 So is kynge Joſias, for ſuppreſ 
Zoſias. ſynge relygyouſe perſones and aulterpre⸗ 
1 ſtes, for cõſumynge their iewels & orna⸗ 
mt᷑tes & for ouerthrowynge their bug⸗ 

gery chambers in the howſe of the lorde 

4 Reg. 23. Thys noble kĩge alſo deſtroyed 

all theyr carued yma ges, he ſtrewed the 

| diuſt of thẽ vpon their graues that had 
preſtes. offeredto them, and brent the preſtes bee 
nes vpõ their 8 agayne 
' che la wes 


LTͤhe Eppſtle dedyeatory. fo & 
thelawes of the loꝛde. 2. parali. 24. Jeſus 
Syrach reporteth of bys fynally, char he | 
whollye dyrected hys hart tothe lorde, & 
tote awaye all abhomynacyons of the vn 
godly. Eccle. 49, Beſydes that is ſpoken Eceleſt 
ofkynge Dauid andkynge Salomon. celeſis 
Not Jonly, but manythouſandes moꝛe 47° 
whych wyll not from hens fourth bowe 
any more to Baal, are in full & perfyght 
hope, that all theſe moſt hyghly notable 
and pryncely actes, wyll reuyue & lynely 
floryſh in your moſt noble and worthy Edwaꝛde 
brot her kynge Edwarde the fict Moſt vj. rex 
excellent & godly are bys begynnynges 
reportedof the very foren nacyõs callynge 
hym for hys vertuouſe, lerned, and godly 
prudent youthes ſake, the ſeconde Jofias 
Thoſe hys wonderfull pryncyples in the 
eyes of the woꝛlde, and no leſſe gloryoufe 
afore God thus beynge to bys honeure, 
thatcternall lyuynge God contynue and 
proſpere to the ende, that he maye haue 
ef them as had theſe voꝛt hy kinges afere 
rehearced, a ryght noble and famouſe re 
poꝛt · Nobylyte fought by wycked enter⸗ Ignoble 
pryſes and ebtayned by the ſame (as in 
many afoꝛe our dayes, and in (ome nove 
of late) is not els but a publyque and 
——— notable 


The Epyſtle dedycatory. 
notable infamye, and in the ende eternall 
| dapnacyon · Nobylyte wonne by the erneſt 
| ſekynge of Gods hygh honour, is ſoch a 
Peep e cromne of eet as wyll neuer 

g. peryſh here noꝛ yet in the worlde to come 
Cyraũtes Cain after 4 worldly maner.or amõge 
* the vngracyouſe ſort, is holden noble for 
ſlaynge hysbrother Judasof the prelates 
(foꝛ he receyued of thẽ, a noble rtwarde) 
foꝛ betrayenge Chriſt, Herode of the Fee 
wes for murtherynge theinnocẽtes. And 
what isthere more woꝛthy reproche, dy⸗ 
i ſhonour, and ſhame, than are thefe eres 
a byl ectable factes: The nature of true Noby⸗ 
Nepyiyt lyte (as J haue ſayd afore) is not to ryſe 
of vyce but of vertu. though many men 
: there ſeke it. Of the moſt excellẽt kindeof 
Nobylyte is he ſure (soft vertuouſe and 
i lernedlady ) whych truly beleueth and ſe⸗ 
0 keth to do the wyll ofthe eternall father. 
for therby is he brought forewarde, and 
! promoted into that heauenly kyndred 
9 Joã. 1. Byt hat meanes becometh he the 
5 ob e dearebrother, ſyſter. & mother of Chriſt 
Fyndred. Math. 12. a cytizen of heauen with the 
5 Apoſtles and Propheres, Ephez yea the 
chylde of adopcyen and heyre togyt her 
with Chriſt in the heauẽly be 
a | Bain oma 
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The Epyſtle dedycatory. Fe. 7 
Roma. 8. No foc chyldren left Socrates 
behynde hym, neyther yet Demoſthenes 

Plato, nor Cicero, with all their pleſañt 

wyſ dome and eloquẽce. No ſoch heretage Alerid 
coulde great Alexander the Macedonea ashi 
ne, byqueth to bys poſteryte neyther yet no 
ble Charles, Artoure nor Dauid. 
Of thys Nobylyte, haue J no doubt 

Clady moſt faythfully ſtudyouſe) but that 
yow are, with many ot her noble women & 

maydẽs more in thys bleſſed age. If que⸗ 

fiyon were axt me, how J knowe it? my 
anſwere wolde be thys. By your godly Frutes⸗ 
frute, as the feꝛtyle tre is non other wyſe 
than therby knowne. luce. vj. J receyued 

your noble boke , ryght frutefully of yoro 
tranſlated out of the frenche tunge into 
Englyſh. J receyued alſo your golden fer 

tences out of the ſacred ſcriptures, with 1 
noleffe grace than lernynge in foure no⸗ · 4 · tugea. 
ble lãgua ges, Latyne, Greke, Frenche, & 
Italyane, moſt ornately, fynely, & purely 

writtẽ with your owne hande. Wonder 

fully ioyouſe were the lerned men of our 

Henle alſene Bufcebacme, Bomm lin. öden leer 
Cit hodius & Imãnus, as J ſhewed vnton ed 
them the ſeyd ſentences, in beholdynge 

(as they than reported) ſo moch vertu, 

W fayt he 


The Epyſtle dedycatery. 

faßthe, ſcyence, & experyẽce of lãguages 

& letters, ſpecyally in noble youth & · fe⸗ 
mynyte. Through whydy oc caſyon there 
be of thẽ (J knowe ) that cannot wit hol⸗ 

dc their lerned handes frõ thepublyſhyn 
ge therof, to the hygh prayſe of God the 
geuer, neyther yet from wrytynge to your 


Stikces. weite grace for fiudpoufe contynuaunce 


in the ſame. N our ſeyd ſẽtẽces, (they faye 
farre paſſeth the Apohthegmes of Plu⸗ 
tarchus, the Aphoriſmes of Theognis, the 
Strata gemes ol Iſocrates, the graue gol 
den coũſels of Cato & the manyfolde mos 
ralsof Johan Soldeſton the great alle go 
ryſer, with ſoche other lyke. 

Vaour firſt written clauſesin.iiij.ſpech 
es latyne, frenche & Italyane, out of the 


a xiij. Pſalme of noble Dauid. mẽcyoneth 
8 that the vnfaythfull reckeneth folyſhly in 


their hartes, there is no God. Wherupõ 
ſo corrupt they are in their vayne coniec 
tures, and ſo abhomynable in their dayly 
deynges, that not one of their generacys 
is godly. By thys do your grace vnto vs 


| 
ypocry ſygnyfye, that the baren doctryne & good 


tes, 


woꝛkes wit hout fayth of the bypocrytce, 
whych int heir vncõmaunded latyne cere 
monyes ſerue their bellyes & not Chriſt. 
de bern! an grey 


The Mpyfile dedycate y. Jo. 85 
in gredyly denourynge the patrymony of 
poor wydowes & orphanes, are both exe⸗ 

crable in themſelues, and abbomynable 

afoꝛe God for though thoſe paynted ſe⸗ 
pulchres haue the name of the loꝛde in 

their mouthes, & greatly boaſt the good 

woꝛkes of the lawe, yer knowe they not f 
what belongeth te hys true honoure but Hate. 
hate in their wycked hartes both hys 
gloryouſe name and worde. The true dos 

ctryne of faythe, and the feare of God, 

wyll that woycked fort ( whome thys pſal⸗ 

me wryngeth) not heare, but ſtyll tormtt 

the conſcyences of myſerable wretched 8 5 
ydyotes for aduauntage of Maſſes and dappye. 
momblynges. Happy are they of thyslat 

ter age, that in the Goſpell hauereceyued 

the ſauynge helth out of Syon (as your 

grace hath done) beynge clere from the 
ſtynge of thoſe vyperouſe woꝛmes. Bleſ⸗utere 
ſedbe thoſe faythfull tuters & teachers 

whych by their moſt godly inſtruccyons 
hanethus faſhyoned your tender youth 

inte the ryght ymage of Chriſt and not if 

Antichriſt. ea moſt bleſſed be thoſe god Rolerd 

ly gouernours and magiſtrates. why 
haue traueled and yet laboryouſly tras 

ayle with wouhy Moste , to ae 

ae ; ; oe — 


The Epyſtle dedycater r 

Gods people clerely out of their mofé 
wretched captyuyte. 

Jour latter clauſe inthe Greke. incy⸗ 
The lat⸗ terh vs to the ryght worſhyppynges of 
ter clauſe God in ſprete and veryte Joã. 4. to henou 
ringe ofour parẽtes in theſemely offyces 
of naturallchyldren. Ephe. vj. and to the 
in ße d vſynge of our chriſten equalles 

in the due mynyſtracyons of loue . 1. pet 
Monacht 2 Viepther Benedyct nor Swit Cary 
nyck nor Frances ( whyd haue of longe 
yeares bene boaſted for the pryncypall 
patrones of relygyen ) euer gaue to their 
ſuperſtycyouſe bretherne, ſo pure precep⸗ 
tes of ſyncere chriſtyanyte. Neyther yet 
Peter lombarde in hys.iiij.bokes of ſentẽ 
ces, with whofe finefye dyuynyte, the lew 
ſy locuſtes monkes, chanons, preſtes, and 
fryres. haue thefe . iiij. hondred yeares 
darkened the clere ſunne, whych ist he ve 
tyte of God, Apoca. 9. If godly wyſe men 
wolde do nomore but conferre thys ler⸗ 

Robert nynge of yours and of other noble women 
Byippers theſe dayes, withthe doctryne of Robeꝛt 
8 Bylwarby archebyſhopp of Canterbury 
ys and Cardynall, whych the vnyuerſytees of 
Orxfoꝛde & Parys were ſwoꝛne to, foꝛma⸗ 
yntenaunce of that chriſtyanyte in the 

28 yeare of 


lobardus. 
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peare of our loꝛde. 1276, by the conſent of 
all maſters regentes & non regentes, J 
doubt it not but they ſhulde fynde iuſt 4 
cauſe to holde vp both their handes and Achange 
prayſe their loꝛde God for changynge | 
that helle into thys heauen. An vnſauery 
guſt therof ſhall they fynde, adioyned of 
the Paryſeanes as neceſſary dyuynyte, to Theboke 
the foreſeyd ſentẽc es of Peter lombarde. ze 
In your forenamed boke, cõpoſed firſt 
of all by the ryght vertuoufe lady Mara 
garete, ſyſter ſũtyme tothe frenche kynge 
Frances, and quene of Nauerre, And by 
your noble grace moſt dylygent ly and ex⸗ 
actly tranſlated into Englyſh, fynde J 
moſt precyouſe treaſure concernynge the 
ſowle. Wherfor J haue added therunto 
the tytle of a Godly medytacyon of the . 
ſowle, concernynge a loue towardes Bod Eliza ber 
and hys Chriſt. Moſt lyuely in theſe and 
ſoch other excellent factes, expreſſe ye the 
naturall emphaſy of your noble name 
Sliſchabeth in the hebrue, is as moch to 
ſaye in the latyne. as Dei mei requies, in 
Lnglyfh, the reſt of my God. Who can 
thynke God not to reſt in that harte 
“why ſendeth fourth fod godly frutes? 
Ithynke nö that hach ryght dyſcreſſyon 
. 2 «gene 


The Eppſtle dedyeator n. 
. Pour pẽne hath here plenteeuſlye vttered 
An hart. ihe habundañce of a Godly occupyed har 
te. lyke as ded the vyrgynall lyppes of 
Chrifics moft bleſſed mother, whan fhe 
ſayd with heavenly reioyce, Ny fowle ma 
gnyfyeth the loꝛde and my ſprete reioy⸗ 
ceth in God my ſauer, luce. i. Many no⸗ 
ble women of freſh literature haue bene 
cã foꝛe tyme int hys regyon, whofe nomẽcla 
ture oz rehearſall of names J intende 
Noble wo to ſhewe in the ende of thys boke, but non 
mẽ leꝛned of thẽ were euer yet lyke to thoſe whych 
are in our age. No, neyther Cambꝛa, Liar 
tia, Conſtantia, Agaſia, Vodicia, Bundz 
nica, Claudia, elena. vrſula. hilda, noꝛ 
ſoch ot her lyke. Thys one coppye of yours 
haue I brought into a nombre. to thinttt 
that many hungty ſowles by the ineſty⸗ 
tim y, cr. Mable treaſure contayned therin, maye 
Eöcluſie. pe ſwetely refreſhed. The ate of the 
eternall ſonne of God Jeſus Chriſt, be 
alwayes to your excellent grace aſſyſtent 
that ye maße ſende fourth more fod) whel 
ſome frutes of ſowle, and become a nory 
ſhynge mother to hys dere congregacyon 
to their confort and bys hygh glorye 
Amen. Mone hounde orateur 
der e ©, Boban Sele 


* 
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on of the chriſten ſowle, concer⸗ 
| Hinge a loue towardes God and 
bys Chriſte, compyled in frenche by lady 
Margarete quene of Nauerre, and apte⸗ 
lytranſlated into Englyſh by the 
ryght vertucufe lady Klyzabeth 
doughter to our late ſouerayne 
este Henry the. vit]. 
The preface. 
cS | F thu do throughly reade 
18 . thys woꝛke (dere frynde inthe 
2 loꝛde) marke rather the mat 


ROI 


ter than on homely ſpeache 1 


— 


ther cõnynge nor ſcyence, but a ne —. 
deſyre that yche one maye fe, what the M at h. 
gifte of God the creatour doth whan it 
pleaſeth hym to iuſtyfye a hart. For what 
is the hart of a Man, concernynge hys 
owne ſtrẽgth, befoꝛe he hath receyued the 
gift of faythe!: Therby only hath he know Hehe. i 
ledge of tbe goodneſſe, wyſedome, and po⸗ * 
wer of God. And as fone as he through 
that faythe⸗ Fnoweth pythely the tru the 
bye . is anon full 0 charyte and loue 


B i] So that 


Che Epyſtle dedycatery. 
So that by the feruentneſſe therof he exe 
1 Joã. 4 cludeth all fleſhly feare, & fyrmely tru 
ſteth in God vnfaynedly. for certaynely 
the gifte, whych God the creatour geueth 
frely at the begynnynge, doth neuer cecſe 
tyll it hath ma de hym godly, whych put⸗ 
teh hys full truſt in God. 
Obhappy and fortunate gifte, vohych 
cauſeth a Man to poſſeſſe a grace ſo de⸗ 
ſyred Alas noman coulde thys vnderſtan 
Joan. 6. de, onles by ſoch gyfte God had geuen it ö 
hym. And great cauſe he hath to doubte 
of it, dles God hath made hym to feale it 
in bys harte. Therfoꝛ gẽtyll reader, with 
a godly mynde J beſyche the pacyently — 
thys woꝛfe to peruſe, whych is but (mall 
in quantyte, and taſte nothynge but the 
frute therof Prayenge to God full of all 
goodneſſe, that in thy harte he wyll plate 
the lyuely fayt he. Amen. 
finit præfatio. 
liber incipit 


Here is the helle. full of tra 
XV 0 uayle, payne, myſchefe, and 
1 toꝛment: Where is the pytte 
of curſedneſſe, out of whych 
h frage all PONTE Is there 
snphelle 


Job. 7. 
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any helle ſe profounde, that is ſuffycyent 
to ponnyſh the tenth part of my ſynnes. 
wphych are fo many in nombre, that the in 
Fnyte ſwarme of them ſoſhaddoweth my 
darkened fences that J can not accompte 
t hem neyt her yet wele fe them: am far 
re entered in amongeſt them, and (that 3 
moch 1976 is) J haue not the power to Roms.. 
5 the true knowled 5 of the depe N 
daũgers of them. J perfyghtly fele, that 
their roote is in me. And out wardly IJ fe 
non other effecte but all is eyt her brañche 
leafe, oꝛels frute that it bꝛyngeth fourth 
all aboute me. If Ithynke to loke for bet⸗ 
ter, a bꝛaſiche cometh and cloſeth myne 
eyes, and in my mouthe doth fall whan J 
wolde ſpeake, the frute ſo bytter to frac nye.) 54 
Lowe downe. It my ſprete be ſturred fo: F174 
to harken, than a great multytudeol lea⸗ 
ues doth entre in myne eares, and my noſe 
is all ſtopped with flowers. 
Nowbeholde how in paynescryenge & 
wepynge, my poore ſowle. a ſlaue and pry 
ſoner, dot h lye without lygbte, hauynge 
her fete bounde through her concupyſcẽce 
& alſo both her armes through euyll vſe 1. Coꝛ , ¥ 
Net the power to remedy it. doth not lye 
in me, neyth er haue J power to crye fos 
82 B iti helpe 


Hf the chriſten ſowlde 
helpe. Agayne ſo farfourth as J can pes 
ceyue, I haue no hope of ſocour, but thre 
ughthe grace of Godthat I can not de⸗ 
ſerue, whych maye rayſe euery one 05 | 
deathe. By bys bryghtneſſe he geueth 
5 lyght to darkeneſſe. And bys power eras 
mynynge my faulte, doth breake all the 
Jes. 12. vayle of ignoraunce, and geueth meclere 
| vnderſtã dynge, not only that thys cometh 
of me, but alſo what thynge abydeth in 
me. Where J am and wherfoꝛ Ido labou 
re. Who he is whom Jhaue offended, to 
whom ded obeye fo ſeldome. Therfoꝛ is 
is cõuenyent that m pꝛyde be ſuppꝛeſſyd 
And humbly with wepyn ge harte, J do 
confeſſe that J am moch leſſe thã nothyn 
ge, befoꝛe my byrth myer. after a dunge⸗ 
. hyll. a body prompte to all euyll not wyl⸗ 
ö lunge other ſtodye, alſo fubiect to care, fe 
Job 14. rowe, and payne. Aſhort lyfe and thende 
vncertayne. The vohych vndre ſynne by 
Adam is ſolde, and by the la we iudged to 
be damnyd. For J had neuer the power 
to obſerue one only cõmaundemente of 
God, I do fele the ſtrength of ſynne in 
me, therfoꝛ is my ſynne no whyt the leſſe 
tn to be hydden. And the moꝛe he is dyſſemd 
led outwardly, ſo moche the moꝛe he en⸗ 
ag e , 


A Godly medytacyon Fo". t 
rea ſyth within the harte. That why . 150 
God woll, J can not wyll, and what he Sap oy 
wolde not, Jofte tymes deſyre to perfour 
me. Whych thynge doth conſtrayne me 
by impoꝛtable ſorowe, to Wyſhe thende 
of thysmyſerable bodye through deſyred 
death bycauſe of my werye & ragynge life 
oho ſhall be he than, that ſhall dely 
uer and recouer ſuche good foꝛ me? Alas 
it can not be a moꝛtall man, foꝛ bys power 
and ſtrength is not ſuche, but it (hall be Roma? 
the only good grace of the almyghty Bod” a | 
whych is neuer ſlacke to preuent vs with 8 
hys mercye Hwhata maſter is that, with 
out deſeruynge any goodneſſe of hym; J 
ſerued hym ſlouthfully, and wit hout cea⸗ 
ſynge offended hym cnery daye, yet is he 
not ſlacke in helpynge me. Ze doth fe the 
euyll that J haue, what and how moche 
it is and that of my ſelfe J can do nothyn Gene. & 
ge that good is, but with hart and bod 2 
fo enclyned am J to the contrarye, that 
Ifeale noſtrength in me onles it be fon 
ts do eupll. Be doth not tarry tyll Jhum 
bly praye hym or that (ſeynge my helle c = + 
dãpnacyon) J do erye ops hym. For with 
ys ſprete be miketh a weylynge in my 
harte greatter than Ican declare, whych 

+m B tity — effec 


( 


Ppl. 37. knowen tomy lytele power. 


gyue me agayne through bys grace & bos 
Gtye that whych bath ouercomẽ all ſynne 
Om loꝛde what grace and goodneſſe is 
thys, whych doth put out fo manye ſynnes 
low maye we ſe that thu art full of all 

: godly loue to make me of a ſynner, thy fer 
ut & chyelde. Alas my God, J ded not 
Cuce.1 9. ſeke the but J fled & rane awaye frõ the, 
And here beneth thu camyſt to me whych 
am nothynge but a woꝛme of the carthe, 
all naked What do J faye, woꝛme? J do 
hym wrõ ge, that am ſonaughrye, & ſwar 
me ſo full of pryde. deceyte, malyce & tre 
aſon. The promyſe wohych my fryndes ma⸗ 
se de whã J was baptyſed is ſuch. that J al 
Collo. 2. wayes through faythein thy paſſyõ ſhuld 
= felethe moꝛtyfyca cyõ of my fleſhe & dwel 
le alwayes with the ithe croſſe where tha 
wert faſt nayled ( as J beleue) and yelded 
death dead as Jalſo ſhuld yelde all ſynne 
Thys haue Joften tymes taken downe 
agayne, vntyed and ſet at large, J haue 
broken, denyed, and falſyfyed my pre 
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Ee through pryde, J haue lyft vp my wyll 
in ſuchea maner, thatthrough ſlouth. my 
derdtye towardes the was foꝛgeten. And 

that moche moꝛe is, as wele the profyte oꝛ 
value of thy promyſe, whych J had of the Mae 
in the daye of my baptyſme, as alſo thy 16. 
ſauynge loue and promyſes folsroynge, J 
haue all alyke neglected. What ſhall J 
ſaye mores Albeit that often tymes thu 
perceyuynge me wretched and vnhappye 
haſt geuẽ me ſo many warnynges in fayth 

and in ſacramẽtes, admonyſhynge me by 
preachynges, and confoꝛtynge me by the 
rec ayuynge of thy woꝛthye bodye and fas 
cred bloude promyſynge alſo to put me in Joan. 6. 
the nombre of them that are now adour 
ned with perfyght innocencye. Net haue 
J all theſe hygh benefyghtes, throwne 
into foꝛgetfullneſſe, 

Often tymes haue J with the broken 

couenaunte. Aud partly foꝛ chat iy pooꝛe 

ſowle voas to mode fed with euyll breade 
or dãpnable doctryne of hypocrytes, IJ de 
ſpyſed ſuch ſocoure and ghoſtly phyſyck 
in Gods woꝛde as wolde haue holpe me iere. 

And if Jhad bene wyllynge to loke foꝛit 
yet knewe Jat that tyme noteacherscd⸗ © 
nenyent. Fos there is neyther man, ſaynte, 
Cy 2 » Ree 


¥ 


pfali18 


Hf the chriſten ſowle 


wo: Angell, foꝛ whome the harte of a ſyn 


ner without thy fprete wyll change. Alas 


good Jeſus, thu beholdynge my blynde⸗ 


neſſe, and that at my neade J coulde haus 
noſocour of men, dedyſt open che waye of 
my ſaluacyon. H how great isthe goods 
ncſſe, and how ineſtymablethe ſwetneſſe 
whych thu haſt ſhewed therin : Is there 
any father fo naturall to the daughter 
or brother to the ſyſter whych wolde euer 
haue done as he bith done: For he came 
intothehelle to ſocour m/ ſowle, where 
ag zynſt hys voll ſhe was, intendynge to 
haue peryſhed, becauſe ſhe ded not loue 

Alas ſwete lorde thn haſt loued her 
yea, to the very outſhedynge of thy moſt 


I. Joã. 2. precyouſe bloude. Ocharyte feruent and 


— 


02. 5. 


incõparable. Not ſlacke art thu in loue 
that ſo loueſt euery ſynner, yea, and alfe 
thyne cnemyes, not only in foꝛgeuynge 
their offences, but alſo in geuyngethy ſel 
fe foꝛ their ſaluacyon,lybertie. and dely⸗ 
ueraunce, to the death, croſſe, trauayls 
payne and ſufferaunce. Dyan J caſt in 
mynde, what ſhalde be the occaſyõ of thy 


loue towardes me. I can ſe nothynge els 
but a loue wonderfull, whych moueth the 


de geue me that Ican net deſecue. Tan 


— = 


; 
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my God as farre fourth as J eau ſr 7 .-. N 
eught to gene no thã kes foꝛ my ſaluachon 
but only vntothe, to whome I orwe the 
prayſe ther of, as to hym rohych is my faz 
uyour & creatoure. What a thynge is it 
that thu haſt done ſomoche for me? Thu 
art not only contented to haue for gyuen | 
me my ſynnes but alſo haſt gyuẽ vnto me Ephe. 3 
theryght fortunate gifte of grace. 
Feor itſhulde ſuffyſe me IJ cõmynge 
out ol ſuche a daunger, to be lyke a ſtran 
ger vſed. But thu doſt handle my forele, 
Cif I durſt ſo ſaye it) as a mother. daugh 
ter, ſyſter and wyfe. J lorde⸗ J am the 
treſpaſer whych am not woꝛt hy to come 
nere the doꝛe of thy ryght hygh place to 
a (tc breade, where thy dwellynge is 0 
what grace is t hys, that fo ſodenly chu 
voucheſauyſt to draroe my ſowle in to, 
ſuche hygbneſſe, thar ſhe felyth herſelfe eins 
ruler of my bodye. She poorc ignoraunte 
and lame, doth fynde her ſelfe wyth the. 
ryche, wyſe , and ſtronge, becauſe thu haſt 
voritten in her harte the roote ofthy ſpre 
te, & holy woꝛde. geuynge her true fayth 
foꝛto receyue it. Whych thynge made her 
to conceyue thy ſonne, in beleuynge hym 
to be man, God, ſa uyour, and alforbe trut 
„ renytter 


7 


es 7 


‘ 


th. L ſure her, that ſheis mother to thy ſonne 


he 
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temytter of ſynnes. Therfoꝛ doſt thu aſ⸗ 


of whom thuart the only faither. 
And farthermore. O my father here ia 
& great loue. foꝛ thu art not wery of wele 


doynge ſyth that thy ſonne full of dyuyny⸗ 


te hath taken the bodye of a man. & ded 


myngle hymſelfe with our aſhes, whych 


pil- Zs 


. 


thynge a man can not vnderſtãde vnleſſe 
he hatha true faythe. It hath pleaſed the 
to put hym ſo neare vs, that he ded ioyne 
hymſelfe onto our fleſhe. Than we ſeynge 
hym to be called man, we are bolde tocall 
hym ſyſter and brother. Now the ſowle 
whych maye faye of her ſelfe. that ſhe is 
the ſyſter of God, ought to haue her harte 
aſſured. After thys doſt thu declare with 
greate loue, how her creacyon is only of 
the good wyll : whych it pleaſeththe alwa 
yes to haue towardes her, geuynge aſſu⸗ 
raunce that before her firſt daye, or tyme 
of beyn ge prouyded for ber. thu beſtowe⸗ 


ene. . deſt thy loue on her, & how through loue 


thu haſt made her (as alone of power thu 


cannyſt wele do it) and alſo how thu 
dedyſt put her within thys body. not foꝛ to 


ſleape with ſlouth, but thꝛt both of them 
ſhulde haue non other exercyſe, but only 
ee?! 


* 


6 


Te her ſynnes, for (he bath nothynge ela 


her trea ſures, t hat fhe bath of nature, are ö 
not hynge cle but ſyunes, whych thu haſt 
tyed vpon the, and payed all her whole 
debte with thy goodes and. landes 


beleue to be quytt of all that fhe oweth, Roma. J. 
e ſtemynge very lytel that (be bath here (a 


all the goodes that be gyueth, for her 
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to thynke how to do ſome ſeruyce vnte the 
Than the truthe maketh her to feale 

that there is in the, true pater nyte. O * 
what honoure. re hat ſwetneſſe, and what Tr en.. 
glory hath the ſowle, whych doth alwa⸗ | 
yes remẽber that ſhe is thy daughter, xc 
in callynge the fayther, ſhe doth thy com | 
maundement: What is there mores Js 
that all: No, It doth pleaſe the to gyue 
her an ot her name, to call her thy wyfe, & 
that ſhe agayne do call the huſbande, 
dec laꝛynge how t hu haſt frely manyfeſted 
the marꝛya ge of her. By the baptyſme 
thu haſt made a promes, to gyue her thy | 
gocdesandrydhes,and thu agayneto tac Coloſ. c 


by herytage of her firft father Adam. All 


Thu haſt made her ſo ryche, and with 
ſo great a ioynter endued her. that (he kno 
wynge her ſelfe to be thy woyd wyft, doth 


1 


beneth. She foꝛſaketh her olde father. & | 
| 


; 
1 
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puſ bandes (ake. Surely (o my God m 1 
ſowle is ſoꝛe hurte to be fe dde with ſuche 
good, and agayne releued in leauynge the 
Jos 5. pleaſure of thys woꝛlde for that whych 
is eternall, where peace is without war⸗ 
re. I maruayle that ſhe, thys remembꝛnn 
ge, doth not leſe her witt, coũtenaunce, 
and ſpeache. Father, father, alas what 
ought J to thynke. Shall my ſprete be fo 
bolde as to tate vpon hym to call the faz 
ther? ea, and alſo onr Father, foꝛ ſo haſt 
t hu taught in the Pater noſter. But to 
call the daughter, haſt thufo ſaydꝛ I be 
ſyche the, tell me. Alas yea, whan with 
2. great ſwetneſſe, thu ſaydeſt daughter, 
lend me thy harte. 
© my God, in ſtede of lendynge, he is 
ready to geue hym ſelfe wholly vnto the 
Receyue hym than, & do not permyt that 
any creature put hym from the, ſo that 
for euer with faythfull ſtedefaſtneſſe he 
maye lone the wih a daughterly loue, 
Now my lorde if shu be my father, maye 
| 
| 


rover, 


I thynke that J can be thy mothers In 
dede J cannot wele preceyue, how 
ſhulde conceyue the that createdyſt me. 
But thu dedyſt in thys matter ſatiſſpe 
any doubte, whan in preachynge and in 
i, ll 


Apoca 1 


— 


Of the chriſten ſewle Fo 16. 
Areatchynge fourth thy hãdes de dyſt faye 
Thoſe t hat ſhall do the wyll of my father 
they are my bretherne, alſo my ſyſter and 
mot her. IJ beleue than, that hearynge & 
readynge the werdes whyd thu haſt 
taught & vttered by thy holy prepheres, 
the ſame alſo v hych threugh iby truc pre ee 
achers, thu doſt dayly declare vnto me in Luce. 1t. 
beleuynge it and ſtedefaſtly deſyerynge 
to fulfyll. I cõceyuei he & beare the byloue 
Ther foꝛ wit hout ãye feare, wyll IJtake 
vpõ me thename of a mother. What mo⸗ 
ther of God: O ſwete vyrgyne Miarye. J 
beſyche the. be not angry that J take vp 
ſuche a tytle. J do neyther ſtele nor vſurpe 
any thynge v pon thy pryuylege. Feꝛ thu 
only haſt abeue all wemẽ receyued of hym 
fo great honcure, that nemã can in hym 
ſelfe comprehende how he hath bene wyl Math. 1 
Iynge to take inthe cur fleſhe. Feꝛ thuar 
te mother and perlyght vyrgyne before 
and after and in hys holy byrth. In ihy 
bleſſyd wembe thu de dyſt beare hym and 
noryſh hym. Thu dedyſt folowe hym in 
bys tiybulacyens, and alſo in hys teachyn 
ges. Now brenely to cenclude. Thu haſt 
wuh God founde ſuche grace, as the 
enemye through malyce and deceyte, 


tate Had caufey 


— — — — 


The Epyſtle de dycator . 

had cauſed Adam & hys poſteryte to loſe 

1. Coꝛ. 1 5. By Lue and hym we had loſt it, & by thy 

ſonne hath it bene yelded vnto vs agayne 

Therfoꝛ haſt chu bene ryghteouſly cal 

Cuce.1, led full of grace. Foꝛ thu lackedyſt ney⸗ 

tlh)er grace noꝛ vertu, ſith that he whych is 

the beſt amonge them that be good, alſo 

the ſprynge of all goodneſſe and power 

whych bath created in the ſopure innocẽ 

cye that thuarte the example ofall uertu 

es) hath buylded in the bys dwellynge & 

temple. Be through loue ded con foꝛme 

hymſelfe with the, and thu arte tranſfour 

med in hym. Therfor if any man ſhulde 

thynke to geue the greatter prayſe than 

God hymſelfe hath done. it were a fule 

Cuce. 1. blaſphemye. Foz there is no ſuche prayſe, 
as isthe ſame whych commeth from God 

Thualſo haſt had fayt he ſofyrme andcõ⸗ 
ſtaunt.t hat (by grace) had the power 

to make the godly. Wherfoꝛ J wyll not tas 

Fe vpon me, to geue the greatter prayſe 

than the hououre whych thy ſouerayne 

Acto. 1 loꝛde hath geuen vnto the. for thu arte 

hys coꝛporall mot her, and alſo thruogh 

fayth hys ſpyrytuall mother. — | 

And Z tolowynge thy fayth with hum 

bleneſſe, am bys ſpirytusll mother Pers a 

Goad Vig 5 Alas 
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Ef the chriſten ſowle Fo 
Alas my God the bꝛotherlyneſſe that thu 
haſt towardes me throngh thy humble⸗ 
neſſe, in callynge me ſyſter, is great. Se⸗ 
dyſt thu euer ſaye ĩ it any thynge afore? 
Alas yea. For thu haſt broken the kyndred 
of my olde father, callynge me doughrer 
by adopcyon. Well than, ſeynge that we 
haue both but one father, J wyll not feare 
tocall the my brother. for fo haſt thu rez 
ported it by Salomon in bys bellet. ſayn⸗ 
ge My ſyſter and ſpouſe thu haſt woun⸗ 
ded my harte with the ſwete loke of one 
of thyne eyes, and wit h one cheyne of thy 
necke. Alas my brot her, J wyſhe for no 
thynge els, but that in woñdynge the, J 
myght fynde my ſelfe wounded with thy 
loue, To that wolde J geue ouer my ſelfe 
And lyke wyſe thu doſt call me wyfe in 
that place, ſhewynge largely that thu lo 
uyſt me. ſaynge by theſe woꝛdes amorouſe 


Canti. 45 


Aryſe my dere doue, and come hyther⸗ Cauti. x 


warde my dylectable ſpouſe. Therfoꝛ ſhal 
J ſaye with louynge fayth,thuarre myne 
and J am thyne. Thu doſt call methyloue 
&& fayre ſpouſe. If it be ſo, ſuche haſt tha 
made me. Alas, doth it pleaſe the, to gyue 
me ſuche names They are truly able to 
Ercate a mannys harte, and cauſe it to 
— E burne 
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_ Buene through loue vnſpeakeable. what 


he thynketh vpon the honoure that thu 


doſt rnto hym, whych is moche greatter 


Luce. 8. 


than he hath deſerued. A mother, a mo 
ther Alas but efwhat chyldei s it?; Truly 
of ſuche a ſonne, that my harte doth brea 


ke foꝛloue. My God, my ſonne? O Jeſus 
what ſpeachet hys is, mother, daughter. 


O happy kynre de. O what ſwetneſſe dot h 

proc eade out of that paternyte. But what 

doughterly and reuerent feare ought J 
to haue towar des hym, my father, yea & 
my creatour. my protetour and ſauerꝭ To 
be thy ſyſter, alas hereis a great loue. 


Canti. 8. Now doſt thu bꝛeake my haꝛte ĩ the myd 


Acto . 4 


deſt to make rowme forthe ſame ſo ſwete 
a brother. So that noother name be wri⸗ 
tẽ in the ſame, but only mybrother Je ſus 
the ſonne of God. Non other man wyll J 
geue place to, for all the ſcourgynge and 
beatynge, that they cã do vnto me. Reape 
my harte then. my brot her and frynde, & 
lete not thy enemy entre in toit. O my fax: 
ther, chylde, brot her, and ſpouſe, with bai 
des ioyned, humbly spon my knees J yela: 
de the thankes and prayſes, that it plea: 
ſeth the to turne thy face towardes me 


conuertynge my harte and coueryng me 


with | 


* 
> 
1 
* 
j 
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with ſuche grace, that thu doſt ſe nomoꝛe 


my euyls & ſynnes. So wel c haſt 4 hu hy d 


den them, that it ſemeth, thu haſt put thẽ Ezech 33 
in foꝛgetfulneſſe, yea, & alſo they ſ eme 
to be foꝛgeten of me. whych hauecõmytted 
them, Foꝛ fayth and loue cauſeth me to 
forget them, puttynge wholly my truſt 
in the alonc, U 
Than my father, in whom lyeth vnfay 
ned loue, wherof can J haue feare in my 
25 confeſſe that J haue done all 
the euyll that one creature can do, and Pſal. 215 
that of my ſelfe Jam nought. Alſo that 
haue offended the as the prodygall chyl ie 
de ded, folowynge the folyſh trade of the Luce, 15. 
fleſhe, wherewith J haue ſpente all my 
ſubſtaũce. and the habundaůceof goodes 
whych Jhadreceyued of the. Foꝛ pouer⸗ 
te had wet heryd me awaye euen as heye 
andy el ded my ſprete dead for hunger, ſea 
nge to eate the releafe of ſwyne. But 
I Founde very lyt le ſauoure. in ſuche mea 
bes. Than I ſeynge my lyfe to be ſo myſera 
ble, IJ ded returnemntothe my fatheraga e 
dne ſayenge. Alas J haue ſynned in hea⸗Ezech 18. 
gen and before the. Jam not worthy(J 
telt before euerybodye) ro be call ed thy 
Hlde, Bot © bountyfull father, do no | 
’ — — —— as 
- CG were 


: A Godly me dytacyen 
worſe tome, than to one of thy howſhel 
de ſeruauntes. 
| Alas what loue and Zele is thys? for 
tthu weldeſtnet tarry my commynge and 
Cuce. 15. prayer but ſtretchynge out thy hãde recey 
uedyſt me, whan J ded thynke that thu 
woldeſt not loke vpon me. And in ſtede te 
haue ponny(hed, thu dedyſt affure me of 
my ſaluacyon. Where is he thẽ that (hall ; 
ponnyſh me, whan my father ſhall denye 
hym my fynne 2 There is no indge that 


can condẽpne anye creature. vnleſſe God 


e. 27. me no harme, foꝛ my father ſhall tate all 


bea de vnto the, J fell a ſlepe and g aue 
ie BG Ft a 4 1 & . ya 
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HBfthe chriſten fowle Fo. 1%. 

place to my great enemye, The wohych ĩt he 
nyght of ignoraunce, I beynge a ſleape 
ded ſteale the from me craftely, and in thy 
place, ſhe ded put her chylde whych was 
dead. So ded Jleſe the, whych is an bars. 

de ſorowe and remorce forme. Now haue 

J loft the by myne owe faul te (my ſonne) 

byc auſe JroFe no hede to kepe the. Sens 

ſualyte my neyghbour (IJ beynge in myz. Reg. . 
beaſtly ſleape) ded ſteale the from me, & 

gaue me, an other chylde whych had no 

Iyfe in hym, named ſynne, whom Jwyll 

not haue, for J do vtterly forſake hym⸗ 

She affirmed that he was myne owne 

but I knewe hym tobe bers. Foꝛ as fone 

as I came to the lyght of grace, whych 

thu haddeſt gyuẽ me, thã Iknewemy glo 

ry tobe changed, whan J ſawe the dead 

chylde notto be myne. Foꝛ the ſame whych 

was alyue ( whom (he had taken awaye) 

was myne owne. Bet wene Jeſus & ſynne . Coꝛ. g. 
is the chaunge ſo apparant. But here is a * 
ſtraunge thynge. Thys olde woman caus 

ſeth me to kepe hym whych is dead. whom 

ſhe reporteth to be myne, and ſo ſhe wyll 

ma ynt eyne. O Salomð, a full true iudge, 

thu haſt hearde thys lamentableproceſſe 

and erdayned to cõtent the partyes, that 

ae c | the 


A24CGodly medytacyer | | 
the chylde ſhulde be deuyded in two nam ; 
3. Reg.? tes. The falſe woman agreyth, it ſhulde 
be ſo. But J remembrynge hym to be mys 
ne owne ſonne, was rather contente to 
leſe hym, than to ſe hys bodye parted in 
two peces. For true and pefyght loue is 
be neuer contente with one halfe of that ir. 
if doth loue. * 
Shad rather to wepe for my whole 
loſſe, than to recouer but one halfe. My 
mynde coulde not be ſatyſfyed if J had 
recouered one halfe without lyfe. Alas 
* Cor., gyue her ratherthe chylde whych isalyue 
Better it is foꝛ me to dye, than toſe Jeſus 
Chriſt dyuyded. But O my lorde, thu de 
dyſt loke better to it than J. For thu ſeyn⸗ 
ge the anguyſhthat J ded ſuffer, & how 
J ded rather forſake my ryght, than to 
beholde ſnche cruelneſſe Thu ſaydeſt. thys 
is the true mother and ſo cauſed them to 
gyue me my chylde agayne, for whom my 
iid harte was fo forow full. O ſwete Jeſus, J 
Sapi r · founde the after, to haue proued me if J 
ded loue the. Yca, J whych had loft the 
yet dedyſt thu returne vnto me, Alas doſt 
thu voucheſaue to come agayne to her, 
whych beynge lett with ſynne coulde not 
kepe the, my se dyloe my A we iS 
elpex 


Sf thechriſten ſowle — Fo20° 
Helper, my noryſher, of whome J am a 
ryght humble creature. Do not permytt 
that euer J do leaue the agayne, foꝛ I do om 
repent my ſelfe of the tyme paffed. Gene. E. 

No come my ſenſualyte with ſynnes | 
of all qualytees, for thu haſt no power to 

ma ke me receyue the chylde whych is de⸗ 
ad. The ſame that J haue is ſtronge ys 
nough for to defende me, & he ſhall not 
permyt that thu take hym awaye from 
me, He is alredy more ſtronge than anye 
man is. Therfoꝛ J maye ſleape and take 
reftneare hym. For all thyn ges wele con⸗ 8 
ſydered, he ſhall kepe me moche better Eſa 32. 
than J coulde hym. Then as J thynke J 
maye take reſt. O ſwete reft of the mo⸗ 
cher d& the ſonne togyther, my ſwete chyl 
de. O my God hononre & prayſe be vnto e 
the only, ſo that euery creature maye fe 
how it hath plea ſed the to call me a mo 
ther, leſſe than nothynge. The more that 
the thynge is ſtraunge and harde to be 
done, the more oughe thy goodneſſe to ha Pal is 
ue prayſe foꝛit. And alſo Ifynde my ſelfe ts 
more bounde vnto the than euer J ded foꝛ | 
thys that it pleaferh the to haue retay⸗ 
ned me for thy ſyſter. 

Z em ſyſter ence the but ſo naughty a 
ng E uy fyfteg 


A Godly medytacyon 

ſpyſter, that better it were for me. that 3 
were wit hout the name, for J forgate : 

the honoureof a dopcyon in ſonoble a Fyne: 
dred, & alſo thy fo good & brotherly bea 

bauer towardes me. with pryde ded 

ryſe agaynſt the and (not remembrynge 

Nune 12. my faultes, but goynge a ſtraye from the, 

ded agree with my brother Aaron, beyn⸗ 
ge in wyll to geue iudgmentagaynſt thy 

workes Priuely IJ grudged agaynſt the 
alſo, whychthynge cauſeth me to haue @ 

great remorce in my conſcyence. Alas 

| ryght bountyfull God, brother and true 

| Moſes. whych doiſt all with goodneſſe 
and Juſtyce. J haue eſtemed thy workes 

| to be euen ſynne, beynge fo bolde to ſpea⸗ 

ke euyn ꝛaſhely, ſaynge. Wheꝛfoꝛ haſt thu 
Nume. 2 marryed a ſtraunge woman?! Thu gyueſt 
| vs a lawe, and ponnyſhemente tf we do 
| not fulfyll it. And thu woldeft not be 
7 beunde to it, forbyddynge vs the thynge 2 
| Deute whych thu thy ſelfe doiſt. a 
For chu doiſt forbyd vs to kylle anye > 
man, and thu doiſt kylle and ſpariſt non 
‘Eros, of thre thouſande whyd thu cauſydeſt 
to be ſlayne. Alſo God gaue vs incomma 
undemente by the, that we ſhulde not 

Exo. 24. marry * hen of a ſtraunger. 7 


| 


Of the chriſten jorole Fo. 2 rã 
thu tekeſt thy wyfe amonge them. Alas 
my dere brother, with « great meany of 
ſoche wordes (whom J knowe to be 
foly(he) with Aaron ( whych is my orone 
wytte) J imbraydedthe, Wherof J dore 
pente. For the lyuely voyce of God, rebu⸗ 
kyngly toke me vp, before I wente out of 
the place. What woldeſt thu than of my 
ſynne? Alas my brother thu woldeſt not 
haue me ponnyſhed. but rather woldeſt 
my ſalua cyon and helt he, in aſkynge for Ezech. 18 
me, thys great benefyght, that it ſhulde 
pleaſe Sod to mytygate bys iudgemente 
The whych thynge thu couldeſt not obtay 
ne. For I became a lazar, ſo that whan Hume 12 
any body ſhulde loke vpõ me, they myght 
wele ſe that Jhad not bene wyſe. And ſo 
was I put ont from the tentes andtaber 
nacles ofthe people, bycauſe that a ſycke 
bodye maye infecte thẽ whych be in helt he 
Oh, a ſowle can not haue a greatter 
Põnyſhement, than to be bannyſhed out 
of the cumpanye of them whych are holye 
and good. But what dedyſt thu ſeynge 
my repent aunce? Thu prouyde dyſt that Ezech 332 
ny penaunce was fone at an ende, and 1. Joã. 2. 
with trne loue dedyſt make meanes for 

me, wherupon 3 ded returne. O what 
A C s brother 
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à brother wolde. in ſtede to ponnyſhe hy s 
folyſh ſyſter; fo naturally cleaue vnto 
her: Foꝛ imurye, grudge, & great off ce, 
thu geuyſt her grace & loue in recõpẽce 
Alas my brother how exce dynge is thys 
ay thy loue; Moch more isit,than brothers ⸗ 
Dial $0. hede is bounde to geue to ſo pooꝛe & wret 
hed a woman as J am. I haue done the 
euyll. andthu geuyſt me good foꝛ it, Jam 
thyne, and thu ſayeſt, thu arte myne Euk 
ſo am, and wyll be fo for euer. J feare 
nomore the great folyſheneſſe of Aaron, 
for nomã maye ſeparar me frõ the. Nos 
that we are brother & ſyſter togyther, J 
care very lytle for all other men. Thy lan 
des are myne owne inherytaunce. 

Cete vs than kepe (if it pleaſe they but 
sad one howſholde. Syth it haue pleaſedthe 
Phil +2. to humble thy ſelfe fo moche, as to ioyne 

thy hart with myne, in makynge thy ſelfe 
a leuely mã, I doryght hartely thãke the 
And as to do it as Fought, it lyeth not 
iu my ſmall power. Take my meanynge 
than, and excuſe my ignoraunce, ſeynge 
JZ am of ſo great a kyndred as to be thy 
ſyſter. O my God, J haue good cauſe, to 
loue, to prayſe, & to feructhe vnfaynedly 
and not to feare, nor to deſyre any zhyngo 
Wes * y * 


Gfthe chriſten ſowle Fo 22. a 
faue the only. Kepe me wele than, for geen 14 
affe nõ other brother nor frynde. If anye - 
father haue had anye pytie vpon hys chyl 
de. If anye mother haue take anye care 
for her ſonne. If anye brother haue hyd 
the ſynne of bys ſyſter, it is thu. J neuer 
ſawe (or elsit was kepte wõders ſecrete) 
that euer huſbande wolde througly for 
gyue bys wyfe. after fhe had hym ones 
offended, and ded returne vnto hym. | 
There haue bene ynough of thé whych 
fer to auẽge their wronges. haue cauſed 
the iudges te put them to deathe. Other teraz 
beholdynge their ſynnes, ded not ſpare 
their owne hãdes, ſodenly to kylle them. 
Other alſo ſeynge their faultes to apere, 
ded ſende thẽ home agayne to their owne 
| fembee, Some perceyuynge their euyll 
dyſpoſycyons, haue ſhut them vp faſte in 
à pryſon, ow breuely to conclude vpon 
their dyuerſe complexyons, The ende of 
their pretence is ponnyſhment, and the 
leaſt harme that euer J coulde perceyue 8 
in põnyſhynge thẽ. is thys, that they wol Deut. 245 
de neuer ſe thẽ agayne. Thu ſhuldeſt ra⸗ 
ther make the frye to turne thã, ſoto foꝛſa 
ke thy wyfe foꝛ her myſdoynge. Wherfoꝛ 
my God, J can fynde nomã to be cõpared 
wo 42 For of loue thu arte the perfeck 


honoure. for what greatter honoure ma 
ye one haue, than to be in the place of thy 
wyfe, whych ſwetely taketh heꝛreſt ſo neꝛe 
the. Of all thy goodes quene, maſtres. 
and lady, and alſo in ſuretie both ofbody 
and forle. Of great faueure is it, that J 
ſo vyle a creature, am fo ennoblyſhed by 
the. Now to ſpeake it breuely. J haue mo 
re, & better than any man mortall can 
deſyre. Wherfoꝛ my harte hath cauſe to 


Luce 6. ſygb alwayes, and with habundaunce 


| 


1 


of teares, myne eyes to come out of my 
heade. My mout he can not make tomany 
exclamacyons. for there is neyther newe 
nor auncyent writynges, that can ſhewe 
fo pytiefull a caſe, as the fame is whych 


JZ wyll tell now. Shall, or dare J tellit? 


Maye J pronounce it wit heut ſhame 2 
Alas yea. For my confuſyon is it not to 
ſbewe the great loue of my huſbãde. Ther 


rat zo. t, Searencesffor hyowerſpyp 3 de de 


clare my faulte. , G dyed & 
© iny ſauer, whych dyed was crucys 
a eng 


li 


| Of the chriſten ſowle Fo. 13 
ſped on the croſſe for my ſynnes. Thys de⸗ 
de is not ſuche, as a father to leaue hys 
ſonne, or as a chylde to offẽde hys mether 
or els as a ſyſter to grudge & hyde. Alas 
thys is worſe. For the offence is great⸗ 
ter where more love & knowledge is. Foz 
the more famylyaryte we haue with God 
& the more benefytes we receyue of hym Eſa. e 
the greatter is our offẽce whan we with 
by dyſſemble. Specyally that J ſhuld 
ſo do, whych am called bys ſpouſe, and lo⸗ 
uedof the as thyne owne fowle, Shall J 
tell the truthe: ea. J haue lefte the, foꝛ⸗ 
goten the, & ranne awaye from ihe. J 
ded leaue the forte go at my vayne plea ſu 
re. J forfoFe the and choſe other. Nea. J 
refuſed the, the welſprynge of all goods 
neſſe and faythfull promyſe. J ded leaue 
the. But wohyther went 3: Into a place nies 
where nothynce was but curfedneffe. Job 0 
Jhauelefte the my truſty frynde and 
louer, wort hy to be loued aboue all other 
I haue put the aſyde. o welſprynge of all 
heltheſomneſſe, dy myne owne wretdyed 
wyll. Nea, J haue forſaken the, full of 
berotie, goodneſſe, wyſdom, and power, e 
ſoughtto wir hdrawe me from thy loue. 
I haue accepted eee al ag 
r e 1 
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2 Godiy medytach n 
is the deuyll. the woꝛlde, and the fleſhe, 
agernſt whse thu faughteſtſoſo eon the 


Hebꝛe. 2 croſſe, toouercome for my (ake, ro ſet me 


Cuce. 8. 


Here. 2 


at lyberte, whych was bythẽ of lage tyme 


a pryfoner ſlaue. And ſo bounde, that no 


man coulde cauſe me to humble my felfe 


And as foꝛthe loue & charytet hat Iſhul 
de haue had towardes the, theyded quẽ⸗ 
che it ſothat the name of Jeſus my huſbã 
de, whych before J had founde fo ſwete, 
was tome tedyouſe & hatefull. So that 
often tymes Z ded ieſt at it. And if any 
man (J hearynge a ſermon) had ſayd vn 


ie — wl we Beets were 


Of the hriftenfowle Fo. 21 
Betrayed the, ſhulde J geue thy place te 
an other? Or haſt thu ſuffered that J 
ſhulde be mocked, eyther yet beatẽ oꝛ kyl⸗ 
led: Galt thu put me in darke pryſon, oꝛ 
bannyſhed me for euer, ſettynge nought 
by me: aſt thu taken a waye thy gyftes 
agayne from me, and precyouſe iewels, to 
pennyſh me for my pe’ rent | 
Baue Jloft my ioynter whych ehupromy | 
f eee ageynſtthe: Math. a 
Am J accufed by the afoꝛe the eternall 
father, foꝛ a naughty woman? pea, haſt 
thu foꝛbyd me thy preſẽce (as J deſerued) 
&cthat I fhulde neuer apeꝛe in thy horoſe? 
O moſt true huſbãde, & pure perfyght 
frynde, the moſt louynge yet amonge all 
good louers. Alas thu haſt done ot herwy 2 
fee Foꝛ thu ſoughteſt for me dylygenly, Luce. 134 
whan I was goynge into the moſi depe 
place of helle, where allthe euyls are do⸗ 
ne. Whan Z was fardeſt from the both 
in harte and mynde, & clerlye out of 
the true waye. Than dedyſt thu louyng 
lye call me backe, ſaynge. My dere dou 
ghter harken, and ſe, and bowe thy 
hearynge towardes me. Forget thet 
ſtraunge nacyon to whem thu dedyſt 3 
tonne awaye and alſo the houſe of thyne Pal 4 


8 Ade farbe 
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A Godly medytacion 4 
elde father. where thu haſt dwelled ſo 
longe Than ſhall the kynge full of all 
faythfulneſſe, deſyre thy bewtie. But 
whan thu ſaweſt that thy ſwete & gracy 
ouſe callynge.ded not profyte me. than be 
Mather gannyſtthu to crye e — am me 
all yow whych are wearyly loaden with 
laboure. for J amhe that ſhall plenteouf 
ly refreſhe yow and feade yow with my 
breade of lyfe. Alas vnto all theſe ſwete 
wor des wolde J not harken. 
For doubted whether it were thu, or 
els a fabyllouſe writynge that fo ſayde. 
For J was fo folyſhe, that without loue 
Eſa. . 3 ded reade thy worde. I conſyder ed not 
wele the comparyſon of the vyneyearde 
whych brought fourth thornes & bryers 
in ſtede of good frute, that it ſygnyfyed 
me whych had fo done. J knowe it wele 
ynough, that whan thu dedyſt call the 
Conti, 6. Barer wyfe, ſaynge. Returne Sulamyte. 
antes All thys dedyſt chu ſpeake that J. ſhulde 
for (ake my ſynne. And of alltheſe wordes 
ded J. as though J had vnderſtande ne⸗ 
wera whytt. But whan J ded peruſe Bie 


— — 


Of the chriſten ſowle FE.2¢, 
tell it, yea with teares in myne eyes, and 
all foꝛ thy honoure, and to ſuppreſſe my 
pryde. Thu haſt ſayde by that holy pro⸗ 1 
phete, if a woman hath offended her huſ Biere,Zq 
bande. and is ſo left of hym for goynge a 
ſtraye with ot her. Namely if he therupõ 
refuſeth her foꝛ euer. is fhe not to be eſte 
med poluted and of no value? ce 

The lawe doth confenre to put her in 2 
the hãdes ofiuſtyce, or to dryue her awaye ö 
& ſo neuer to ſe her or tot ate her agayne. 
Thu haſt made the ſepracyon from my 
bedde (fayth he vnt o me) & placed foren 
louers in my roume, commyttynge with 28 
them fornycacyon . et for all thys thu Ezech. x 
mayſt returne vntome agayne. Foꝛ Iwyll l 
not al wayes be ãgrye agaynſt the. Lyfte 
vp thyne eyes, & loke aboute the on euery 
ſyde. Thã ſhalte thu wele ſe, into whee 
place thy ſynne hath led the, & how thou 
lyeſt domncin the earthe. O poore ſowle, 
lote where thy ſynne bath put the. Euen 
vpon the hygh wayes, where thu dedyſt 
wayte, andtarrye for to begyle thẽ that | 
came by. euen as a theſe doth whych is 
hydden int he wylderneſſe. Therfoꝛ thu Biere, a4 ä 
in fulfyllynge thy wicked pleaſure, haſt 
With fornycacyen infected all the eart he 

* Oo Phe 


ae 
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Bcbie.s 


whom J ought to haue feared, Than foũ 


Of thechriffenfowle Force. 

and to loke for the. And in ſo ſekynge 

founde the. 99 5 ere 

But what dedyſt thu than: Haſtthure 

fuſed me ? Alas my God, no, but rather 

haſt excuſed me. gaſt thu turned t hy faz 

ce from mee bio, for thyne eye fo ſwete ded Pſal. = 

Penctrate my harte, woũdynge it almoſt | 

to the deathe. and geuynge me remorſe of 1 

my fynnes. Thu haſt not put me backe Canti 24% 

with thy hande, but with both thyarnes 

and with a ſwete, and mãly harie thu de 

dyſt mete with me by the waye, and not 

ones teprouynge my faultes, enbra ſydeſt 

me. I coulde not fe in beholdynge thy coũ 

tenaunce, that euer thu dedyſt ones per⸗ 

eeyue inyne offence. Foꝛ thu haſt done a 

moche foꝛ me, as though J had beue good 

and honeſt. Foꝛ thu dedyſt hyde my faulte 

from euery body, in geuynge me agayne Roma. §! 

the parte of thy bedde, and alſo in ſhewyn 

ge that the multitude of my ſynnes are ſo 

byddẽ & ouercome by thy great vyctoryr 

hat thu wylte neuer remembre thé. So 

Shar now thu ſeyſt not hynge in me, but 

the graces.gyftes and vertues whych it 

path pleaſedthyfre goodneſſe to gyue me 
Ocharyte cabs don aly — 5 ſe 

wele that thy goodneſſe dot} conſume | 

Por pg my g 
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mz lerrdeneſſe, & maketh me a newe god 


Math. 11 


ty and bewiyfull creature. The cuyll ihat 
was my ne, thu haſt de ſtroyed, and made 
me ſo perfyght a creature, that all the 
good wehych a huſbande can do vnto bys 
wyfe thu haſt done it to me, in geuynge 
me, a faythfull Hope in thy promyfes, 
Now haue J through thy good grace rez 
couercd the place ef thy wyfe. O happye 
& deſyered place, gracycufe bedde, trone 
ryght honourable, ſeate of peace, reſt from 
all warre, hygh ſt eppe of honoure, ſepara 
te from the earthe . Soft thu receyue 
thys vn wort hy creature, geuynge her the 
ſcepture and crowne of thy empyre and 
gloryouſe realme ? who ded euer heare 
ſpeake of ſuche a ſtorye ? as to rayſe vp one 


(o bygh, whych of her ſelfe was nothynge 


Joan. 2. 


& maker hofgreat value, that of it ſelfe 
was naught. wee Yo 

Alas what is thysfor J caſtynge myne 
eyes on bygh,ded fe thy goodneffe, fo vn⸗ 
Fnowne grace, & loue f o incemprehẽſyble 
that my ſyghtis wonderfull. Than am 3 
conſtrayned to loke downe, & info lol yn 
ge doronewarde, J do fe what J am and 
what 3 was wyllynge to be. Alas J do 
ſe in it, the lewdeneſſe, darkeneſſe, and 


— 


* 
1 


worke,thu my creator. and I thycreature | 
Now to ſpeake bꝛeuely, though Fcan not Eſa. 64, i 
defyne what it is to be of the yet knowe 
J my ſelfe to be the leaſt thynge that 
maye be compared vnto the. Q loue.thu ad 
ma dyſt thys agrement. whan thu dedyf— 
ſoyne lyfe, aud deathe togyther. But the 
vnyon hath made alyue deathe. Lyfe dyer 
ge, and lyfe without ende, haue made onr 
deathe a lyfe. Deathe hath geuen vnto 
fea quyckeneſſe, Through ſuche deatgghe 
beynge dead, receyued lyfe, and by den Coloſ. de 
the J am rauyſhed with hym whych is 
a O uj alyue 


"BOOTY meßpiachen | 
alyue. Ilyue in the, and as for me, of my⸗ 
ſelfe Jam dead. And as cõcernynge the 

bodyly deathe, itis not hynge els vnto me. 
but a cõmynge out of pryſon. Deathe is 
fe unto me. For through deathe. J am 
alyue. Thys mortall lyfe fylleth me full 
ofcare, and ſorowe, and deathe y eldeth 
me content. nif 

1 „O what a goodly thynge it is to dye, 
Apoca. ia whych cauſeth myſowle to lyue. In dely⸗ 

uexynge her frõ thys mortall deathe, it ex 
ẽpteth her fro the deathe myſerable. & 
matcheth her with a moſt myghty louer. 
& vnleſſe (he thus dyeth, fhe lãguyſſheth 
alwayes. Is not th the ſowle blameles, 
whych wolde fayne dye for to haue ſuche 
lyfe: Yes trulye, & (he ought to call dea 
the her welbeloued, frynde H ſwete dea 
the, pleſaunt ſorowe, myghty keye dely⸗ 
uerynge from all wyc kedneſſe. Thoſe 
Roma. 8 whych truſted in the( o loꝛde) and in thy 
deathe, were mortyfyed, becauſe they ded 
truſt in the, andin thy paſſyon. For with 

a a ſweteſlepe thu dedyſt put them oute of 

that deathe whych cauſeth manye to las 

mente. O how happye is the fame ſlepe 
7 ra hym, whych ä doth 
nde through thy deathe, the lyfe euer 
eee 


— 


Bf the chriſten fowle Fo. 2 1 
faftynge. Foꝛthe deathe is nõ other thyn 
ge to a chriſten man, but a lyberte oꝛ de⸗ 
lyueraunce from hys moꝛtall bande. e 
And the deathe whych is. Fearfull to Koma. . 

the wycked, is pleſaunt and acceptable 
to them that are good. Than is dearhe 

through thy deathe deſtroyed. Therfor 
my God, if J were ryghtly taught, J 
ſhulde call the deathe lyfe, and thys lyfe 
deat he, ende of laboure, and begynnynge 
of euerlaſtynge ioye. For J knowe thas 
the lõge lyfe doth lett me fromthy ſyght. 

O deathe, come, and breake the ſame ob pal 
ſtacle fe. Or els loue, do a sivas *. 
now, ſyth that J can not yet ſe my ſpouſt 
Tranſfourme me with hym both bodye & 
ſowle, and than ſhall I the better tarry 
for the cummynge of deathe. CLete me dye 
that J maye lyue with hym. For there is 
nõ that can helpe me, onles it be thu only. . 
O myſauer through. Faythe J am plan / Joan. 15. 
ted, and ioyned with the. O what vnyon 
is thys, ſyth that through faythe J am 
ſure ofthe. And J maye call the, father 
bꝛother, ſonne, and huſbande. O what 
giftes thn doſt gyne, by the goodeneſſe of 
thoſe names. Nader 
D myfather hat paternyte & my 
eh OS ug beerhes 
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brother what fraternyte, O my chylde 


what dylectyon, Omy ſpouſe, what cons 
iunctyon is thys? Father full of humylyte 


Apoc 1 Bꝛother hauynge our ſymylytude, Gone 


Euce. 8. 


Joan. 14 any profyte equall tothys? More ouer to 


engendered through faythe. & loue, Huf 
bande louynge, and releuynge in allextre 


myte. But whom doiſt thu loue? Alas it 

is (he whom thu haſt withdra wen from 
the ſnare, wherin, through malyce ſhe 
was bounde, and put her in place, name 
and offyce of a doughter, ſyſter, mother, 
and wyfe. Omy ſauer, the ſame is a great 
ſauoure of ſwetneſſe, ryght ple ſaũt, and 
dylectable, whan a man, afterthe hearyn 
ge of thy worde, ſhall call the without 
feare, hys father, brother, chylde, & (pou 
ſe. J in hearynge that woꝛde, do perceyue 
my ſelfe to be called there thy mot her, ſy⸗ 
ſter. doughter, & ſpouſe. Alas the ſowle 
whych doth fynde ſuche ſwetneſſe, maye 
conſume, and burne foꝛ loue. 

Is there any loue, onles it be thys, bnt 
it hath ſome euyll condycyon ¢ Is there 
anye pleaſure to be herto eſtemed? Is the 
re any honoure, but maye be accompted 


+ — — Oe 


conclude it breuely. Js un, 
551% i tye 


oa * 


Ofthe chriſten ſowle Fo. 29 
that J coulde moze erneſtly lone 2 Alas 
no. Foꝛ he that vnfaynedly loueth God, 
reputeth all theſe thynges worldly, o 
leſſe value than the dũge hylle. Pleaſure 4 
profyte, honoure of thys woꝛlde, are all | 
but vayne tryfles vnto hym whych bath 
founde God, Suche love is fo profytable 
honourable, & abundaunt, that (J dare i 
faye) ſhe only ſuffyſeththe harteof a god 2. Coꝛ. 2 
ly man, and yeldeth hym ſo content, that i 
he neuer deſyreth oꝛ wolde haue other. 
Foꝛ whe fo euer hath God, as we oughe 
to haue hym, accounteth all other thyn⸗ 

ges ſuperfluouſe or vayne. f 
Now thanked by the loꝛde, through 
faythe haue J gotẽ the ſame loue, wher⸗ 
fer J ought to be ſatyſfyed and content. 
Now haue Ithe my father, for defence 
of mylonge youth from wanton folyſhneſ 
ſe. Now haue I the my brother, foꝛ to ſo⸗ if a 
coure my ſorowes wherin J fynde non Phil. 2. 
ende. Now haue J the iny ſonne. for my 
feble age as an only ſtaye. Now haue J 
the a true, & faythfull huſbande, foꝛ the 
ſatiſfyenge of my whole harte. Now ſyth 
that J haue the, J do forſake all them 
that are in the woꝛlde. Syth J holde the, 
thu ſhalte eſcape me nomore. Seynge 
— nr 


* 


* 
¢ » 
Nee 


_ AGorly medytech en. 


| Chae I fe the, J wyll loke. vpon non other 


thynge that nyght kepe me backe from 


Eſa . 58. ihe beholdyn , nge 
+655. th ynge of thy dyuynyte. Seynge 
Jo. 10. that I do heare the. Iwyll heare nothyn 


ge that letteth me frõ the fruycyõ of thy 
voyce. Syth that J maye frely talke with 
ehe, I wyll cõmen withnon other. Seyn⸗ 
ge it pleaſeth the to put me ſo nere the. 3 


wyll rather dye than to touche any other 


Seynge that J ferue the, J wyll ſerue 
non other maſter. N 
Seynge that thu haſt ieyned thy harte 
with myne, if he depart from thyne, lete 
hym be ponnyſhed for euer. Foꝛthe depar 


a@.thef. z. tynge from thy loue is harder. than is any 


we 


dSampnacyon.J donot fearethe payne of 
ten thouſande belles, fo moche as J do 
feare the ones loſynge of the. Alas my 
God my father, and creator, do not fuffer 
that the enemy, inuentor of all ſynne, ha⸗ 
ne ſuche power, that he make me to leſe 
shy preſence. for who fo euer bath ones 
felte the loſſe of thy loue, he ſhall ſaye that 
he wolde rather be bounde foꝛ euer in hel⸗ 


Exo, 15. ſe, than to feale the payne that one (ball 


haue by the loſſeof the ſame thy loue one 
momente of tyme. Omy ſauer, do notper⸗ 
mit that euet I departe W 


* . 


Of the chriſten ſowle Fo. 30: 

ff it pleafe the, put me in ſuche a place, 

that my ſowle through. eie ef 

ſynne be, neuer ſeparated from thy loue. 5 

In thys woilde J can not haue per “ey 

| fygbtly thys my dſyre. Whych thynge 

conſydered maketh me feruently & with 

all my harte, to deſyre the departynge 4 

from thys bodye of ſynne, not fearynge Roma. 7 

the deathe nor yet any of her inſtrumen⸗ 

tes. For what feare ought J tohaue of my any 

God. whych through love offered hymſel Hebꝛe 9s 

fe and ſuffered deathe, not of dett oꝛ dew⸗ 

tye. bur becauſe he wolde foꝛ my only (ake 

vndothe power that moꝛtall deathe had. 

Nowis Jeſus dead, in whom we are all 

dead, and through hys deathe he cauſeth 

| tery man to lyue agayne . J meane 

thoſe whych through faythe are parta⸗ 

ers of bys Paſſyon. For euen as the dea⸗ 

the befoꝛe the great myſtery of the croſſe, 

was harde to euery bodye, and there was 

no mãbut was feared therwit h. conſyde 1 

rynge the copulacyon of the bodye & the Eccle. 4 
ſowle, their oꝛder, loue, and agrement. 

ſo were their ſorowes extreme in the de⸗ 

partynge of the one from theother. 

“But ſens it hath pleaſed the ſwete lam 

be so offer byipfelic vpon the croſſe, bya 

er. Frese 


A2 Godly medytaeyen, N 
great loue hath kyndeled a fyre within 
the harte ſo vehement, that euery true 
beleuer eſtemeth the paſſage of deathe 
but a playe or paſtyme, andſo prouoketh 
Sapi. 3 · other conſtauntly in bys truthe to dye. 
And euẽ as the feare ot deathe ded retan 
de vs ſo oughtlone to gyue vs a deſyre to 
dye. For iftrue louebe vnfaynedly within 
the harteoka man, he can fele non other 
thynge, becauſe that loue is fo ſtronge of 
it ſelfe that ſhe kepith all the roume and 
putteth our all other deſyres, not ſufferyn 
11 Jo. . ge any thynge there but God only. Fo: 
N wherſoeuertrue and perfyght loue is, we 
do neyther remẽbꝛe feare noꝛ yet ſorowe 
If our owne pryde loꝛ to attayne bones 
re, maketh vs toſeke deathe ſo manyeſtra 
unge wayes. As if loꝛ to haue a folyſh 
pleaſure, a man putteth hym felfe in ieos 
pardye of lyle. If a merchaũte to obtayne 
ryches, doth daunger hymſelfe, ſomtyme 
| fioꝛ the value of a ſhyllynge . If the firſt 
cCceyuynge of robery oꝛ murther, crueltie 
Seute. 165 deceyte, doth ſo blynde a man, that he 
doubteth nothyngethe daunger of deas 
the, neyther yet myſfortune whan heſe⸗ 
eth to auẽge hymſelle or doth{any other 
curl. If the fury of ſyckeneſſe oꝛ the ran⸗ 


Of the chriſten ſowle Fo.3r- 

Feneſſe ol Malancholy cauſeth a creatu⸗ 

re fearcely to wyſhe for deathe, & oft iy⸗ 

incs to drowne, hãge, oꝛ kylle thẽſelues. 

For ſuche euyls are ſomtymes fo great 

that they cauſe their payned pacyentes 

tochoſe deathe foꝛlyberte. If it fo be than ia 

that theſe paynes full of euyll, and imper Ece 19 

fectyons, caufeth them not to feare the 

haſarde of deathe, but rather to thynke 

that deathe tarryeth to longe. 
Alas what ought true and laudable 


leue to d0¢ What ought the louc of the 

eternall createur to wyſhe e Shulde ſhe 

ſturre a harte ſuche wyſe that he beynge 
tranſpoꝛted with ſuche affectyon, ſhulde 

fele non other thynge in hym? Alas yea. 
Fordeathe is à pleſaunt thynge to the Roma · & 
ſowle. whych is in loue with God, and 

eſtemeth the paſſage eaſye, through the 

whych ſhe commyth out of pryſon. For 

the harde waye, wherthrough fhe com⸗ 

meth, can not wearye her for to enbrace 

bez huſbande. O my ſauer, hew goed is 

the ſame deathe, through whom we ſhall 

haue the ende of all ſorowes? By whom ce 
Shall enioye thy ſyght with out impe⸗⁊ · Cos 8 
dyment, and be tranſfourmed into ihe ly 
Feneſſe ol ihy maieſte : 

n „O dyathe 


| 


N 2 


2 Goedh⸗ medytacyon. 
DO deathe, through thy dede J truſt to 


baue ſuche honour, as vpon my knees 


wit h cryenge and wepyuge J do dayly 


deſyre. Therfoꝛ come quyc kely, aud make 


au ende of my ſorowes · O happy dough⸗ 


ters, ryght holy ſowles ioyned to the cy⸗ 


anti. 5. tie hieruſalem, open your eyes and with 


pytie loke vpon my deſolacyon. FJ beſeche 


. Coꝛ.i 5. 


row that in my name ye do ſhewe vnto 


me beſtbeloue. my God, frynde & kynge, 


bowat euerye houreol the daye, J do lan 
guyſh kor bys loue. G ſwete deathe, 
through ſuche loue come vnto me, and 
with loue bꝛynge me vnto my loꝛde God. 
O deathe where is thy ſtynge and darte 
Alas they are bannyſhed krom myne 


cyes, for rygour is changed tuto ſwetneſſe 


ſeynge thar my frynde ded ſuffre deathe 
vpon the croſſe for my fate. Hys deathe 
doth ſo incourage my harte, that thu 
wert wonders gentyll to me, if J myghe 
folowe hym. 3 


O deathe, J beſeche the come to put 


the frynde with hys loue, Now fyth that 
deathe is fo pleſaunt a lyfe, that fhe plea 


9. . ſith me moꝛe than feareth me. than ou ghet 
: k ‘ 


J to feare nothynge but the ryght iudge 


* 


ment of God, All my ſynnes with hys iuſt 
n A ae 


Of the chtiſten ſowle Fo. 22. 
dalaũce ſhall be wayed & ſhewed o 
Thys that J haue done. alſo my thought 
and worde ſhall be better knowne, than 
if they were written in a rolle. And we 
maye not thynke that charyte wolde offt 
de iuſtyce & truthe. Foꝛ whoſo euer doth 
lyue vnfaythlully, (pall be ponnyſned in 
euerlaſtynge payne. God is iuſt and hys 
iudgemẽt is ryghteouſe. All that he doth pſal · rid 
is perfyght in all thynges. Alas what 
am J confyderynge my ry ghtouſneſſe, J 
wretched and poore creature? eine 
I knowe that all che woꝛkes of iuſt mt 
are ſo full of imperfec tyon, that afoꝛe God 
they are moꝛe fylthye than myer oꝛ any Efa. 6g. 
other vyleneſſe. What wyll it be than cd 
cernynge the ſyunes whych 3 do cõmyt, 
wherof J feale the burden impoꝛtable: 

I can ſaye nothynge els but that J haue 


1 


wonne by them dampnacyon. Is thys tlie 


ende? Shall dyſpayre than be the confos 
te ol my greate ignoraũce: Alas my God 


no. For the inuy ſyble faythe cauſeth me gehe. 1 | 


te beleue, that all thynges whych are im 
koſſ ble to men. are poſſyble vnto the. Sog 


Luce, 14 
that thu do conuerte my woꝛke, whych is 


hci — good woꝛke ofthytte 
euch te ſpecyally feythe. Than my an: 4. 


4 ** 3 : is 


pely.Apoce 20 
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1 2 Godly medytacyen 
loꝛde, who ſhall condempne me, & what 
iudge wyll dãpne me. ſyth that he whych 
is geuen me foꝛ a iudge, is my ſpouſe, my 
father, and refuges Alas what father: 
Suche as doth neuer condempne bys 
chyelde, but alwayes doth excuſe and de⸗ 
fende hym. a 10% eas ee 
Than J perceyue to haue non other se 
cdCiuſer but Jeſus Chriſt, whych is my re⸗ 
2. Joã i demer, whoſe deathe bath reſtored vs our 
5 loſt inherytauuce. For he made hym ſelfe 
our man ot lawe, ſhewynge bys fo woꝛ⸗ 
thye merytes aloꝛe God, wherwith my 
great debre is fo habundauntly recõpen⸗ 
ced, that in iudgement it is ac compted fot 
nothynge. O redemer, here is a great loz 
ue? We fynde but fewe ſuche mE of lawe. 
Swere Jeſus Chriſt, it is vntothet hat J 
ama detter, yet doſt chu both praye, and 
Mach. 1 Sſpeate ſoꝛ me. And moꝛeouer whan thu 
doſt fe that J am poore, with the abũdaũ 
ce of thy goodes thu doſt paye my debte 
O ucomprch en ſyble fee of all goodneſſe. 
O my father, doſt chu voucheſaue to be 
muy iudge, not wyllynge the deathe of a 
Trnner: O Zeſus Chriſt, true fyſher, and 
ſauer of the ſowle, frynde aboue all fryn 
des, Fot hu beynge my man ol lawe des 
n dayſt excuſe 


— Of the chriſten ſowle Fo. 23. 
ᷣyſt excuſe and ſpea ke foꝛ me. where thu Colo . 
couldeſt iuſtly haue accuſed me. * 
J feare nomoꝛe to be vndone by any man 
foꝛ the lawe is ſatiſſyed bythe foꝛ all. My 
ſſwete ſpouſe hath made the payment fo 
habundaunt that the lawe can aſke no⸗ 
thynge of me but is payed of hym. Foꝛ as 
Z beleue, he bath taken all my ſynnes vpõ Eſa. gga 
hym. and hath geuẽ me in place of them, <6 
hyys owne goodes in habundaunce. O my 
ſauer, preſentynge thy vertues, thu doſt 
content the lawe. Whan ſhe wyll repro 
che me of my ſynnes, thu deft ſhewe her 
how willyngly in thyne owue fleſhe, thu 
haſt taken the dyſcharge of the, through 
the coniunctyon of our marꝛyage. Alſo ; 
vpen che croſſe through thy paffyon,thu 
haſt made ſatiſfactyon for it. Moreouer 1. Pet. 2 
thy only charyte bath geut me thys, that 1. Joã. 40 
thu haſt fos me deſerued. Therfoꝛ ſeynge : 
thy meryte to be myne, the lawe can afte 
nothynge of me. Than wyll J feare nomo 
ae the iudgement . but with deſyre rather 
than parforce, J do tarry for the tyme 
that Iſhall fe my iudge, and heare a iuſt 
iudgemente of hym. 


Peet Z knowe that thy indgemkte 
be fo iuſt, that ihexe is no faulte therin, & 41,110 

4 * . > ' 
Fan 8 se shar my meee 


* 


2 


2 Godly medytacyen, i 
dat my infydelyte is woꝛthye to ſuffes 
the cruelneſſe of helle. Foꝛ if J do only 
conſydre my deſeruynge, J can ſe not hyn 
ge in it that can feape me from the fyre 
of helle. True it is, that the torment of 
helle was neuer prepared but foꝛ the de⸗ 
uyll, and not fo: reaſonable men. Neuer 
i theleffe tf any man haue ſet in hys mynde 
Math. ꝛrto be lyke to the deuyll, than ought he as 
ibe deuyll to be payed wit ha lyke rewar⸗ 
de. But if a man through cõt empla cyon 
of the ſowle, do holde of the, bys Angell 
of coũſell, vertue, goodneſſe & perfectys, 
he is ſure to obtayne heauen, rohych is a 
place of thy deſeruyuge for hym. Than 
Guce. 1; (ball the vycyouſe be ponnyſhed with the 
ce i à ſame, to whom they toyned themfeluces 
Foꝛ ſith that they folowed Sathan, they 
muſt holde ſuche place as is foꝛ hym and 
bys angels prepared. 

Now Iconſyderynge the dyuerſyte f 
both the ſoꝛt es, am lytle conforted in (pre 
tt by thys. For Z can not denye but Jam 
moꝛe lyFe the deuyll than the Angell 
of lyght, wherfoꝛ J feare andtremble. Fos 
the lyfe of the Angell is ſo pure & myne 

Sebꝛe. 1. ſo vnpure, that I am nothynge lyke vnte 
n Bait pyede Zernfeſſe Bar ao the otbee 


8 


——— 


Ofchedriffen fowle fe. 2 


I am ſo lyke in my doynges, and ſo accu 
ſtomed in hys wayes, that of hys payne 
& toꝛmente Fought to be partaber. Fos 
the cruell ſynne whych hath bounde me 


in helle, is ſo great and hys foꝛce ſo ſtron⸗ 


ge, that it leteth nothynge to come from 
it, neyt her fearethit the cõtrary aſſaulte 


of any man. But he whyd is in thys Fyne Luce. iv 


de ſtronge, knoweth not how hys ſtrength 


goth awaye, whan a ſtronger than he cõ⸗ 
myth. Synne is ſtronge whych biyngeth 


vs to helle. 
And 3 coulde neuer yet ſe, that anye 


man by meryte oꝛ payne takynge, coulde 


euer yet vanquyſhe that helle, ſaue only 
he whych ded the great aſſaulte throngh 


hys vnſpeakable charyte, whan he hum⸗ Phil. 2. 


———— — — .. — j p — EE — — — — — — 


bled hym felfe to the croſſe " Wherby he 1. Coꝛ ig 


hat h ouercomen bys enemye, bꝛoken helle 
and hys power ſo that it hath no farther 


ſtrength to keape anye ſowle pryſoner, 


that hath put her truſt in God. Than be 
leuynge in the great ſtrength that he 


hath, J do not ſet by helle and ſynne, No 
not ſo moche as a ſtrawe. So that ſynne 
can neuer haue holde of me, vnleſſe it be 
foꝛ to ſhewe how my God is mercyfull, 


ſtronge: myghtie, & a 1 vgnqu 
we 3 * ij 8 


otal 


yſbet Ro 


' 


mags 


| 
: 
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bol all the cuyls whyd were wi 


A BMGBodly medytacyen 
thin my 

harte. If my ſynne foꝛgyuẽ, is the gloꝛye 
of my moſt louynge ſauer, J ought alſo to 
beleue, that my glorye is encreaſedther⸗ 
wir h, ſeynge that J am planted oꝛ en⸗ 
graficd in hym. | ee 
HBys honoure only doth honoure all 


° 


hys and bys ryches doth replenyſh euery 


one of bys with bys goodes. Than deathe 


Apoca. 5 helle and ſynne are ouercome by hym. O 


Ig Coꝛ. 15 


glot tonouſe helle, where is thy defences 


Thu cruell vyllayne ſynne, where is thy 


tyranneuſe power? O deathe rohere is 
thy ſtynge & vyctorye, whych are ſo moche 
ſpoken ol: In ſteade of deathe thu dea⸗ 
the geuyſt vs lyfe, and fo doſt thu contra 
ry to thy wyll. Alſo thu ſynne which coue 


tyſt to drawe yche creature to dãpnacyon 


thu geueſt vs a ladder to reache therby 
that goodly cytie Bieruſalem. Net wol⸗ 
deſt thw of thy curſed nature that our 
eternall maker ſhulde loſe hys creature. 
But through hys loue aud grace, the 
ſorye remẽbꝛaunce of thy vncomelyneſſe, 
doth cauſe her by repentaunce to come a⸗ 
gayne and ſubmyt her ſelfe vnto God mo 
re than euer ſhe dyd · Hys ineſtymable 


* ęgoodneſſe cauferh the to loſe the whole 


— — — — — AA LL 


labour whych thu takeſt all the weke. 
T herfoꝛ helle hath not had all the nom 
ber that he did prerende to haue. bicauſe 
that the ſolacyouſe ſhaddowe & power 
of bys paſßyon, is ſuche a myghtye protec 
tyon to the ſowle, that fhe therby nodeth 
neyther to doubte deathe, ſynne, noꝛ helle 
Is there anye thynge can pull me backe 
ik God be wyllynge through hys gyfte 


Gf the chriſten ſowle Fo. 29. 


of faythe to dra we me to hym ? I meane Joan Ce 


ſuche faythe as we muft nedes haue to 
obtayne the hygh graces from aboue, & 
alſo ſuche faythe as through charyte doth 
toyne the humble ſeruaunt to hys maker. 
3 beynge ioyned vnto hym oughi to haue 
no feare of trauayle, payne, noꝛ ſorowe, 
Fo who fo euer doth wyllyngly ſuffer 
anye maner of deat he oꝛ ſorowe foꝛ the 
truthe, as deo Chriſt, he doth feale in 
ſuche toꝛment great conſolacyon foꝛ hys 
ſowle, knowynge that as foꝛ my ſelfe, J 
am weake, and with God J am ryght 
ſtronge. . 
Through bys confoꝛt J maye do all 
thynges. For bys loue is fo eõſtaũt & per 
mant that it varyeth not foꝛ anye woꝛld 
ly thynge. Who can thã wit hdrawe me 
Gow bys grace: Surely the great heyth 
. 


ia A2 Godie medytachen 
Roma. 8. of heauen noꝛ the deapeneſſe of helle, nor 


the bꝛeadeth of the whole earthe neyt her 
deathe noꝛ ſynne, whych doth warꝛe euerx 


daye agaynſt me, can ſeparate me one my 
nute from the great loue & charyte. that 


* 

hy 
q 
* 


| 


my heauenly father through Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
bath vntome. Hys goodneſſeis ſuche, that 


he loueth me whych haue not at all tymes 

Loued hym. And if J now loue hym, than 

„ ſhall 3 feale hys loue to increaſe in me. 
125084 But bycauſe that my loue is not woꝛthy 
to loue hym, I deſyre hys loue to be myne 

the whych J feale ſuche as though it we 

re myne owne, Hys deſyre is to loue. and 

through hys loue he cauſith my harte to 

be inflamyd with loue. 11 

And through ſuche loue he fyndeth hym 

felfe fo welbeloued, that bys owne dede 

yeldeth hym wele content, & not my loue 

Joan. i 3. oꝛ ſtrengt he. Contentynge bys ſelfe, hys 
loue dot h increaſe more in me, than I can 

of hym deſyre, O true louer, fountayne, oꝛ 
welſprynge of all charyte, and only purſe 

of the heauẽly treaſure. Ought Ito thyn 

ke, oꝛ dare J faye what thu art? xMaye J 

write it, oꝛ can anye moꝛtall man compre 


hende thys goodneſſe & loue? And if thu 


prẽte in anye mãnys harte, cã he expreſſe 


——— 


. Of the chriſten ſowle Jo. 38 

: No ſurely. for the capacyte of no man Roma. 1 

can comprehende the vnmeſurablegood⸗ 

neſſes whych are in the foꝛ naturall reaſß 

Doth ſhewe vs horot here isno cõparyſon 

betwyne an eternall & a moꝛtall t hynge 
But whan through loue the moꝛtall te 

ioyned with the eternall, the moꝛtallt hyn 

ge is ſo fulfylled with the eternall, that ae 

it can not fynde the ende therof. Foꝛ it Sphe sss 

hath in it moꝛe good therby, than it can 

contayne oꝛ holde. 

Therfoꝛ doth a man thynke, whych hath 

the loue of God, that he hath all the goo⸗ „ 

des in the woꝛlde therwith. Euen as we Roma. 85 
ſe the ſũne with one only ſparcle of hys 
lyght doth blynde the eye, and yet doth 
ſphe wit holde her great lyghte. But affe 
the eye what he hath ſeane, and he wyll 
ſaye that he hath beholden the whole 
biyghtneſſe of the ſunne. But that is a 
great lye. Foꝛ he beynge dymmed with a 
lytle ſparele, coulde not ſe the whole cle⸗ 
artye therof . And neuertheles he is fo 
contente, that it ſemith vnto hym as 
though he had ſo mode lyght as the fun 
ne contayneth. Yet if he had moꝛe than 
the ſeyde ſparcle, he were not able to ſuf 
ſer it. Euen ſo the ſowle whych through 
ne E ü faytbe 


Eces. 10. 


2 Godly medytaseyxen N 
faytbe doth fele one ſparcle of the lone 
of God, doth, fynde therwith the heate 
fo great and maruelouſe, ſo ſwett and 
Pal. 11 gdelycyouſe. that it is impoſſyble to her to 
declare what thynge the ſame loue is. 

Foꝛ a lytle threof that (he bath felte 
Doth yelde her mynde ſatiſfyed & deſye⸗ 
rynge of more wherof ſhe hath ynough. 
So doth ſhe lyue languyſhynge & ſygh⸗ 
ynge. The harte doth fele wele, that he 
Hath receyued to mode, but he hath cos 
ceyued ſuche deſyre in ih ys to moche that 
he alwa yes deſyerith to receyue the t hyn 
Phil. 1. ge whych he can not haue, neyt her is he 
woꝛthye to receyue it. Be knowith the 
good that he bath alredy to be vnſpeakea 
ble, and yet wolde he haue moꝛe of that 
wherof he can not ſtylle. Truly he can 
hot fele oꝛ thynke the good whyd is in 
Zo :. hym. Then lyeth it not in mypower, to tell 
what thynge the loue ol God is, fitch har 
J haue no knowlege of the feruentnefje 
therof. He that thynketh to haue all thys 
Joue withyn hys harte, can not truly de⸗ 
clare what thynge it is. Bappye is he 
wych hath ſuche abundaũce of thys loue, 
that he maye ſaye, My God, J haue 

Bin 1 0 — He 


— — 
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_ Ofthedrifien ſowle Fo 37 . 
He whych hath thys loue within hym, Facé , 30 
dare not moche boaſte therof, leaſt in mo⸗· 
che ſpea kynge he loſe it, vnles it be to ed ⸗ 
fre hys neybour vnto ſaluacyon. The ime 
poſſybylyte than of the declaracyon oß 
thys loue ſhall make me to holde my pen 1 
ce, For there is no Saynte ſo perfyght, if 
he wyll ſpeake of the loue of the hygh 
God of bys goodneſſe, ſwetneſſe, graces, J 

and of allthynges els whych pertayneth Apoea 3. 

to hym, but lokynge a lowe ſhall fynde 
phymſelfe vnwoꝛt hye, and fo ſtoppe bys 
mouthe. I than a woꝛme of the earthe, 
leſſe than not hynge, ought to ceaſe and 

not to ſpeate of the incomparable hygh⸗ 

neſſe of thys loue. et were it to moch vn 
Eyndeneſſe to be noted in me, if J had wrt 
ten nothynge, hauynge that done vnto mne 
w hych wolde ſatiſſye a moche better wyts Math zz 

te than myne is. Foꝛ he that wolde hyde 

the goodneſſe of God, ſo good a maſtre, 
ſhulde commytt a ſynne worthye to be 
ponnyſhed with the euerlaſtynge payne, 

Ther foꝛ come. O happye Paule, whych ry 
aft taſted ſo moche of the fame ſwete ho 

nye, beynge blynded for the (pace of thre oY Te 

dayes, & rapte vp vnto the thirde —— Con it 

Now J beſech the. ſatiſfye my ignoraũce 


2 Godlß medytaeyon, g 
EXsas faulte, & tel me what in ſuche vyßyon 
thu haſt ſeane. Harkẽ thã what be fayth 
Roma. 10 the vnſpeakeable hyghneſſe of the abñ 
daunt rych es oꝛ treaſure both of the wyſ 
dome & knowledge of God. Bowincom 
7 prchẽſyble are bys iudgemẽtes & how 
vnſearchable bys wayes vnto our weake 
wit tes: O holye Paule, thy wordes caus 
{eth vs mode to maruayle, that tha haz 
uynge knowledge of ſo heanẽly ſecretes, 
woldeſt ſpeake no further in them At the 
leaſt yet tell vs, what thynge we maye 
hope to haue one daye through ſuche god 
ly loue. Geue eare and ponder the woꝛdes 
1 that he ſayth. * 
1. Coꝛ. 2. Neyther hath the eye ſeane, noꝛ yet the 
; eare hearde, neyther yet hath it euer ens 


Sapi. 


tred into the harte of anye man, what 
Eſa 4 · God hath prepared foꝛ them that love 
| bym, Aud wolde he ſpeake it nofarther ? 
No truly. pet all thys that he ſayeth bez 

re, is for non other purpoſe, but toprouoke 

vs erneſtly to loue. He wylleth vs alſo the 

rin to eſteme, that he neyther can declare 

nor yet name it, & ſo to geue forth our har 
tes to pacyẽcechope of that thynge whydp 
Nom 8. neuer mz yet coulde ſe, neyther yet deſcer 
| ne, what though many through loue for 
at hath dyed, O excellent gylte of kane 


e 
moberof ſo moche good cõmyth. that it can 
ſith man to poſſede the thynge whych he 
can net cõprehende. Faythe ioyned with 
the truthe bꝛyngeth fourth Popasreberby | 
erfyght charyte is engẽdered, And cha⸗ a 
— ee thu knowiſt. Il we haue ts Jos sy 
charyte, thã we haue alſo Bod therwith. | 
Thanis God in vs, and we are in hym 
And all thys cometh through the benefy 
te of faythe · Foꝛ he dwellith in all men nied 
whych haue true fayhe. Thus haue we a Joa, 14 
greatter treaſure thd weed tell of, oꝛ yet | 
anye man expreſſe vnto vs. Now to coclu 
de. Syth that fo great an Apoſtle as fas | 
ynt Paule is, wyll ſpeake no further of | 
God & hys ineſtymable loue, ac coꝛdynge Roms. 18 
to hys ryghtouſe exãple and doctryne, J ma. — 
wyll holde mypeace & be ſtylle folowyn⸗ 
ge neuert heleſſe bys teachynges . Not | 
wirhſtãdynge yet though herin J ackno⸗ 
wledge my felfe but earthe and duſte, yet 
maye J not fayle to yelde thankes vntomy 
eternall lyuynge God, feꝛ ſuche great gra 
ces, and benefytes, as it hath pleaſed | 
hym to gyue me. Onto that everlaftynge ; Timo 


* 


9 


—— 
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kynge of heauen immoꝛtall, inuyſyble 
incõprehenſyble, myghty, and wyſe only, 
be all honoure, prayſe, glorye, magnyfy⸗ 
sence, and leue for cuer & cuer. Amen 


Che 


e. iiii.clauſes of the ſaered feriptire 
added my lady Beliſabeth vnto the bez 
gynnynge and ende of her boke, and ther⸗ 
foꝛ J haue here regeſtred thẽ in the endes 
g Ecele sigs sr 


Chere is not a more wycked heade, than 


the heade of the ferpente, And there is 
no wrathe aboue the wrathe of a womã. 
1 5 Eccle. 25. b. 
But he that hath goten a vertuouſe wo⸗ 


man, hath goten a goodly poffeffyon. She 


is vnto hym an helpe and pyller, wher⸗ 
ppon he reſtith. | | 

1 CKEccle. 25. 
It were better to dwelle with a lyon an 


dragon. than to Fepe howſe with a wycs 


kedwy fe. 


Eccle. 7. 

Yet depart not from a dyſerete and good 
woman, that is fallen vnto the fo: 
thy porcyon in the feare of the 

loꝛde, Foꝛ the gifte of her ho 
Leſſtiens aboue golde, 
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R = Ext ayne & ſure am J Cmoft 
Y eg Bae gentyll reader that all they 
1 apes wWhydbh-(hall peruſe thys gods 
L AV Avi lye boke, ſhall not cheewithbe 


ice lwaycs ſondry appetytes, and in Upper 
great aſſemblyes of people, dyuerſe, and ek | 7 4, 


Hoſpte but playneſſe and tenthe. Be res Inner 


n 


with me. If thy ſynnes be ſo redde as ſcar 
let, I ſhall makethẽ whyter than (nowe, 
And though thy factes be as the purple, 
yet ſhall they apere ſo whyte as the wol Thel “Se 
le. Eſa. 1, Foꝛ as truly as J lyue (ſayth e 
he) no plea ſure haue J in the deathe of 
2 penner, but wyll moch rather that he 
r terne 


4 
€ 


Bauid.. 


Seba 


0 
Es 


7 Che Conclafyon, 

turne and be ſaued. Eze. 33, N 
If the hombly ſpeche here do to m 
offẽde, cõſydre it to be the woꝛkeof a wos 
man, as ſhe in the bygynnynge therof, 
haue moſt mekely deſyered. And yet of nõ 


other woman, than was moſt godly myn 


ded. Marke Dauid in the pſalter, whych 
was a man both wyſe and lerned, and ye 
ſhall fynde hys maner in ſpeakynge not 
all vnlyke tothys. Faythe (ſaynt Paule 
fayth ) ſtandeth not in floryſhynge elo⸗ 
quence, neyt her yet in mannys polytyque 
wyſ dome, but in the grace and power of 
God. 1. Coꝛ. 2. If the ofte repetynge of 
ſome one ſentence, engendereth a tedyou⸗ 
ſe weryneſſe to the reader, lete hym wele 
peruſe the holy woikes of S. Johan the 
Euãgelyſt, & J doubt it not but he ſhall 
fynde there the ſame maner of writynge 
And hys oc ca ſyon is (as all the chefe wrt 
ters afferme) the neceſſary markynge of 
the preceptes of helthe, oꝛ of matter chefe 
ly concernynge the ſowles ſalua cyon. Foꝛ 
a thynge twyſe oꝛ thryſe ſpoken, entereth 


moche moꝛe depely into the remẽbraunce 


than that is vttered but ones. i 
And as touchynge the porcyon that 


ladye Belifabesh, the kynges moſt 
my. badye Hel faberh, the kyng pc 


he Conelityon, Feige. 
Goble ſyſter hath therin, whych is her trãſ Lady belt 

lacyon . Chefely haue fhe done it for her ſabeth. 

done exercyſe inthe frenche tunge, beſy⸗ 

des the ſpirytuall exercyſe of her innar 

ſowle with God. As a dylygent & profy⸗ 

table bee, haue ſhe gathered ol thys flou 

re ſwetneſſe both wayes, and of thys boke 

conſolacyon in ſprete. And thynkynge 

that other myght do the ſame of a moſt 

fre chriſten harte. (he maketh it here cõ⸗ 

men vnto them, not beynge a nigarde 

euer the treaſure of God. Math. 28. The ger gig 
firſt frute is it of her yonge, tender, and frute. 
innocent labours. Foꝛ I thynke (he was 

not full oute. xiiii. peares of agt, at the 

fynyſhynge therof. She haue not done 
herin, as ded the relygyoufe and anoyn 

ted hypocrytes in monaſteryes, couẽtes Cybꝛares 

and colleges, in ſpearynge their lybrayes 
from men ſtudyouſe, and in reſeruynge 

the treafure contayned in their bokes, to 

moſt vyle duſt and woꝛmes. But lyke ae 

God hath gracyouſly geuen it, ſo do (he 

s gayne moſt frely dyſtrybute it. * 

38 noble begynnynges are neyther 

to be reckened chyldyſh noꝛ babyſh. — 

ugh ſhe were a babe in yeares, that hath 

here geuẽ them. Seldeme fynde 3 them The agel 
—. . aa 7 
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The aged that in the cloſynge vp of their wythered 

Age, do mynyſtre lyke frutes of vertu. An 

infynyte ſwarme beholde we of olde dors 

tynge barodes and beaſtes, that with cõ⸗ 

ſcyences loa den with ſynne (as S. Paule 

repoꝛteth them ) tateth euery paynted 

ſtocke & ſtone for their God, be ſydes the 

{mall breades that their lechcrouſe has 

playnes hath blowen vpon. They ſhall 

not be vnwyfe that (hall marke her in, 

| what commodyte it is. oꝛ what profyght 
South. myght growe to a chriſten cõmen welt he 

if youth were thus brought vp in vertu 

X s good letters. If ſoch frutes come foꝛe⸗ 

warde in chyldehode, what wyll folowe 

and apere whan dyſcreſyon and yeares 
(Dall be moꝛe rype and auncyent? A moſt 

manyfeſt ſygne of Godlyneſſe is it in the 

fryndes, where youth is thus inſtytute, 

and a token of wonderfully faythfull dyly 

gence, in the ſtudyouſe teachers, tuters, 

and dayly lokers on. 5 
Nobylyte whych (he bath gotẽ of blow 

de in the hygheſt degre, hauynge a moſt 
vyctoryouſe kynge to her father, & a moſt 

wertucufe, & lerned kynge agayne to her 

brother, is not in the earely ſprynge dy⸗ 

4 ſtayned with wanton ignoraũce, neyt her 

VW 


aed 
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get blemyſhed with the commen vyces of : 
dyſſolute youth, Bur moft Plenteouſly adz Lerned, 
ourned with all kyndes of languages, ler⸗ 
nynges, and vertues, to holde it ſtyll in ry⸗ 
ght courſe. The tranflacyon of thys woꝛ⸗ 
Fe, were euydence ſtronge ynough, if J had 
not els to laye foꝛ the matter. But marke 
yet an ot her moch moꝛe effectuall and cles 
re, at the whych not a fewe lerned men in 
Germany haue wondered. In. iiij noble 
languages, Latyne, Greke Frenche, and 
Italyane, wrote ſhe vnto me theſe clanfes 
folorvoynge. Whych J haue added to thys Clauſes 
boke, not only in commen da cyon of her ler added. 

ned youth, but alſo as an example tobe fo 
lowed of ot her noble men and women, cõ⸗ 
cernynge their chyldren. The written clau 
ſes are theſe, whych fhe wrote firſt with 

her owne hande moch more fynely than J 
coulde with anye prentynge letter fet thé 
fourth. 


Stultus dixit in corde ſuo, non eft Deus. L4tyined | 

Illi corrupti tye: & abhominabiles in [ua | 
impietate, nullus eft qui aliquid boni facit. 

Loe foldiſoit en (6 cœur, il na nul Dieu. Frenche? 


Ils font corumpus & fone. abhomi- 
5. T nables, 
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nables en leur impiete, il n'a nul qui faicł. 


e 

ltaliane. ls ſtulto diffe uel ſuo core, non 
e alcuno Dio. Corrutti ſono & 
abhominabile nella loro impietis 
niſſuno è buono, | 


Breke. Ton theon f bo bod, tous de goneis tima, tous de 
„ Philous aeſchynou. 


The firſt clauſe in thre lãguages, laty⸗ 
ne, Frenche, and Italyane, comprehẽderh 
thys only ſentence, as J ſhewed afoꝛe in 
the Epyſtle dedycatory. 


Antichriſt The lole ſayth in hys harte, there is no 

boys cler / God. Coꝛrupt they are, and abbominable 

gin their wyckedneſſe ( oꝛ blaſphemyes aga 
ynſt God) not one of them doth good. 


The Greke clauſe is thus to be Engly⸗ 


ſhed. 
Chriſtia⸗ Feare God, honoure thy parentes, and 
ne. reuerence thy fryndes. 


CThus haue ſhe geuen vs eoũſell, both to 
go and to come, to leaue and to take. To 
Grn: declyne 
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deelyne from the euyll, and to do that is The pope 
good Pſal. 36. To flee from the Antichriſt | 
g hys great body of ſynne or blaſpbemou⸗ * 
ſe cruell clergy, & to returne to God by a 
per fyght feare, honoure. and lone. So ly⸗ 
uely Apot hegmes oꝛ breue and quycck (és 
tences, reſpectynge chriſtyanyte, haue ſel⸗ 
dom come from women. J haue ſerched Writers, 
Plutarchus, Boccatius, Bergomas, Tex⸗ 
tor, & Lander of Bonony. whych all wrote 
of the vertues and woꝛthy actes of womẽ. 
But amonge them all haue J founde no 
counfels ſo neceſſary tothe cẽmen welihe 
of our chriſtyanyte. J Oenye it not, but ex⸗ 
cellent thynges they vttered, and matters Women. | 
of wyſdome wonder full, concernynge moz 
rall vertues. But theſe moſt hyghly refpee 4 
teih the kyngedome of fayth and regymée gi 
of the ſowle, whych Jeſus Chriſt the eter⸗ ; 
nall ſonne of God, from heauen by hys do⸗ 
ctryne and death ſo buſyly fought to clere. 
Many graue ſent ences had i hey concer⸗ | 
nynge pryunate cauſes. But vnyuerſally AI : 
theſe are foꝛ all fortes of people, hygh, lo⸗ All ſentes 
we. hayle, ſycke, ryche, pooꝛe, lerned, & vn⸗ 
lerned, that mynderh to haue fredome by 
Chriſtes deadly ſuff erynges, oꝛ ro be dely⸗ 
uered frõ helle, ſynne, dear he, & the deuyll, 
Fh by the 


> 


| The conclufyon. 
by the pryce of bys precyouſe bloude. 

No realme vndre the ſkye hath had mo 
re noble women, noꝛ of moꝛe excellent gra⸗ 
ces, than haue thys realme of Englande, 
both in the dayes of the Brytaynes, and 
ſens the Englyſh Saxons obtayned it by 
Guendoz valeaunt conqueſt. Guendolena the wyfe 
lena. of Locrinusthe ſeconde kynge of Brytay⸗ 
ne, beynge vnlaufully dyuoꝛced from hym 
for ihepleaſure of an whoꝛe, whom he lon⸗ 
ge afoꝛe had kepte, tryed it with hym by 
dynte of the ſwerde, had the vyctory, and 
reigned after hym as kynge the (pace of. 
xv. yeares. tyll her ſonne Maddan come 
to laufull age. Coꝛdilla the doughter of 
kynge Leyer, and leaſt of all her ſyſters. as 
her father was depoſed, & exyled out of 

bys lande, ſhe receyued, confoꝛted, and re⸗ 

ſtoꝛed hym agayne to hys princely honou. 

re, and reigned alone after hys deathe, foꝛ 
Cambꝛa the (pace ol. v. yeares Cambꝛa the dough⸗ 
ter of kynge Belyne, and wyfe to Antenoꝛ 

than Kynge of France, ded not enly exce⸗ 

de in bewtie, but alſo in woyſdome. In fo 

moch that ſhe firſt inſtructed the noble 

men how to buylde cyties. caſtels. and o⸗ 

ther ſtronge holdes, the cõmẽ people moze 
comely maners, and the womẽ a moſt ſe⸗ 
0 mely 


Coꝛdilla. 
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mely deckynge of their heades. She made 

their cyuyle lawes, whych vpon her name Lawess 

were called. Leges Sycambꝛoꝛum. She 

taught them to ſowe flaxe and hempe, to 

watter it, drye it, dreſſe it ſpynne it, wea⸗ 

ue it, whyten it, and faſhyon it, to all maz 

ner of vſe foꝛ the bodye. oad 
Martia the wyfe of kynge Guythe 2 

lyne, a la dy excedyngly fayre, wyſe, & ler⸗Martia, 

ned in all the lyberall ſcyences, inuented 

thyn ges wonderfull by the hygh prac tyſe 

of her wytt. After the death of her huſbã⸗ 

de fhe reigned . vij. yeares as kynge, tyll 

Sicilius her ſonne came to age. She rez 

redreſſed the commen welt he, refourmed 

the groſſe maners of the people, and made 

moſt honeſt lawes / called of her name, Le⸗ 

ges Martiane. So delyghted the Frenche sake: 

kynge Nicanoꝛ in the wyſdome, lernynge, Conſtan⸗ 

and comely maners of bys wyfe Conftanz tia. 

tia, the doughter of kynge Eliodoꝛus, that 

he not only holpe her bꝛother Geruntius 

in ſee battayle agaynſt the kynge of Oꝛcha 

des, but alſo ſent hys moſt dere ſonne Pri⸗ 

amus into Brytayne to haue the fame ſel⸗ 

fe bꝛyngynge vp. The Scottyſh kynge Fin 

nanus. thought bys pryncely honour moſt Agaſia 

gloꝛyouſly increa ſed, as he had obtayned 

Fuß Agaſia 
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Agaſia the doughter of kynge Blegabri⸗ 
dus to be coupledin maryage with Doꝛ⸗ 
ſtus bys ſonne, foꝛ the manyfolde graces 
that he behelde in her. What though the 
ſeyd vngracyouſe Doꝛſtus, in foyg be of the 
Brytaynes ded alterwarde vfe her moſt 
wyckedly. Bundwyca a womã both hygh 
of ſtature, and ſtomacke, alſo of myſt no⸗ 
ble lyna ge amonge the Brytaynes, percey⸗ 
uynge the hauoke vohych the Romanes 
dayly made in the lande, with great pu⸗ 
ſaunce of worthy warryours fhe innaded 
them, ſlewe them, hynge vp their captay⸗ 
nes, and folowed theremnaunt of them to 
the very Alpes of Italy. Where at the lat⸗ 
tre by reaſon of dayly labours, ſhe ſyckened 
and ſo dyed, euen the uery gloꝛyof women. 
ſayth Ponticus Virunnius. 
Voa da. Voada the fut wyle of Fynge Aruira 


| 


Sũdwy⸗ 


gus, a woman of wonderfull foꝛce & hart 
ſtrongly armed her ſelfe. her. ij doughters, 
and. v. thouſande women more of the Bri⸗ 
tannyſh blonde / in battayle agaynſt the 
furyouſe fearce Romanes, to ſuppreſſe thea 
ir tyranny and epecrable fylebyneffe in 
abuſynge maydes, wyues, and wydowes. 
But as ſhe behelde the vyctoꝛy vpon their 
ſydes bycauſe ſhe wolde not come son 
\ 4 their 


\ 
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their captyuyre fhe poyſened her ſelfe, & ys ry, 
fo dyed. Voa dicia her yonger doughter, 
afterwarde eſcapynge the handes of the 6 
ſeyd Romanes, with a myghty power ol 
the Brytanes entered into the yle of Ni 
ne and in a nyght battayle there ſlewe the 
in a wonderlull nombre, deſtroyenge their 
foꝛtalyces, and holdes NHotwithſtandynge 
at the lattre beynge taken, ſye was byhea⸗ 
ded her eldar ſyſter beynge maryed to kyn⸗ 
ge Marius. Athildis the doughter of Athildi 
the ſeyd kynge Marius, was alſo a moſt 
noble woman, whom the Frenche kynge 
Marcomerus marryed foꝛ the only natu⸗ 
rall gyfres and ſcyences whych fhe had 
aboue other women, and had vi. ſonnes 
by her. Claudia Rufina, a noble Brytay Claudi 
ne, wyttye and lerned both in Greke and Rufina. 
Latyne, hauynge to haſbande one Aulus 0 
Rufus a lerned knyght, a poete of Bonony 
& a phyloſopher of the Stoycall ſoꝛt, is 
moch cõmẽded of Maꝛtialis the poete, fo: 
the Epygrammes and poemes whyd (be 
than compyled in both thoſt tunges. 
Emerita che ſyſter of kynge Luctus, Emerit 
rohych is called the firſt chriſtened fynge, 
a lady moſt vertuouſe and feyth full.for cd 
ſtauntly affermynge the veryte of Chriſt, 
Fuß ſuffe⸗ 
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elena 
flauia. 


öõſtãtia. 


rſula. 
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fuffered moſt tyrannouſe death and was 
brent in the fyre. elena Faluia, the 
doughter of kynge Coelus, and mother to 
great Conſtantyne the Emprour, was a 
woman of incomparable bewtie and ler⸗ 
nynge. Non coulde be founde lyke her in 
the artes lyberall, neyther yet in the fyne 
handelynge of all inſtrumentes of muſpke. 
She excelled all other in the dyuerſe ſpe⸗ 
ches of nacyons, ſpecyally in the Latyne, 
Greke, and Hebrne. She made a boke of 


the prouydence of God, an otherof the im 


moꝛtalyte of the ſowle, with ſerten Gre⸗ 
ke poemes epyſtles, and dyuerſe other trea⸗ 
tyſes, Conſtantia her doughter, was al 
ſo a womanof moſt excellent giftes, had 
ſhe not inthe ende declyned tothe deteſta 
ble ſecte of the Arryanes, by ſerten hypo⸗ 
crytyſh preſtes. Vrſula Cynoſura, the 


floryſhynge douter of Dionot hus the duke 


of Coꝛnewale, was fo nobylly bꝛougt vp in 
all lyberall dyſeyplyne, that Conanus the 
kynge of lytle Srytayne deſyred her to wy⸗ 
fe, and as ſhe went thydrewarde with. 
xi. t houſande Brytaynes wyues moꝛe, by 
chaũce of wether and vyolence of fee reuers 
both ſhe and they peryſhed by the waye. 


fing due ¶ Anna the ſyſter of Aurelius Ambroſ ius 


whych, 
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whych was afterwarde marryed to Lotho 

the kynge of Pyctes, & Anna the twynne 

ſyſter of kynge Arthure, are of writers 
magnyfyed, for their dyuerſe andexcellent 8 
graces, Morganis a woman of incom⸗ Mor ga⸗ 
parable loue towardes her parentes, andnis. 

contraye, ſo ſeeretly and wyſely conuayed 

the body of kynge Arthure, the moſt woꝛ⸗ 

thy gouernour of the Brytaynes, that the 

Englyſh Sa xons coulde neuer come to it, ,, 

to do their vyolẽce theron. Hermel inda, een 
ryſynge of the Englyſh Saxons blonde, linda. 
foꝛ her excellent be wt ie and noble behauer 

became the wyfe of Cunibertus the kynge 

of Lombardy. Hylda, a noble woman, 

both godly, wyſe, and lerned, not only dy⸗ Brida, 
(puted in the open Synode ar Streneſhal⸗ N 
ce in the North contraye agaynſt the prez 
lates, concernynge their newly founde out 
celebracyon of Eaſtre, and their crowne 
ſhauynge, with other ceremonyes, but alſo 
wrote a treatyſe agaynſt byſhopp Agilbert 

a Frenche man, the buſyeſt amonge them. Tres fili 
The thre doughters of kynge Alphrede, 
: Se Arbe and Ethelgora, were 
wonderfully experte in the lyberall ſcyen⸗ 
ces Alenoꝛ the wyfe of es pis che Alenora. 
ſeconde, was lerned alſo, & wrote dyuerſe 

Sk Fo epyſtles 
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epyſtles to pope Celeſtyne the thirde, & ala 
ſo to kynge Johan her yongeſt ſonne. 
Zaaãna the yongeſt doughter of che ſeyd 
Joanna. tynge Henry, ſo moch delyghted in good 
letters, that before ſhe ſhulde be marryed 
to kynge wyllyam of Cycyll, ſhe cauſed 
her father to ſende ouer. ij. lerned men of 
Englande, walther and Rycharde with 
a French doctour called Petrus Bleſenſis 
to inſtruct hym in them ſpecyally in the 
arte of verſyfyenge. And at her cõmynge 
thydre, the one of thoſe Englyſh men was 
0 made aꝛchebyſhopof Panoꝛme, & the other 
byſhop of Siracufa in recompẽce of their 
Dar ga⸗labours. Margarete the noble mother 
eta. of kynge Henry the. vij. ſo plenteoufly myn 
ded the preterment of ſcyences & goynge 
forewarde of lernynges, that (he buylded 
in Cambryge fer the ſame porpoſe, the col 
leges of Chriſt & of S. Johan the Euã⸗ 
gelyſt, and gaue landes foꝛ their maynte⸗ 
bliſabeth naunce, as quene Heliſabeth ded afoꝛe, to 
the quenes college there. Longe were it 
to rehearce the excedynge nombre of no⸗ 
ble women, whych in thys lande of Bry⸗ 
tayne or realme of Englande, haue excel⸗ 
led in bewtie, wytte, wyſdome, ſcyence, lã⸗ 
guages lyberalyte, polycyes, heroyc all foꝛ⸗ 
ite ce, and 
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ee, and ſoch ot her notable vertues, and by 
reaſon of them done feates wonderfull. 


Eyther yer to ſoꝛt out their Names and Names 


regeſtre them one by one, whych haue bene 
marryed out of the ſame, to Emprours, 
kynges, dukes, carles, worthy captaynes, 
Phyloſophers, pheſycyanes aſtronomers, 
poetes, & other of renomed fame and let⸗ 
ters, only for their moſt rare gra ces and 
gyltes. 

Though non in thys lande haue yet do⸗ 


ne as ded amonge the Grekes Pliitarchꝰ, Writers 


& amonge the Latynes Boccatius with 
other aut hours afore named, that is to 
ſaye, left behynde them Cataloges oꝛ No⸗ 
menclatures of famouſe and honorable 
women, yet haue it not at any tyme bene 
barrayne of them. No not in the dayes of 
moſt popyſh darkeneſſe. As apereth by 


Alenor Cobham, the wyfe of good duke Alenora 
Vmfrey of Gloceftre brother to kynge Be Cob ham 
ry the fife. Whom Antichriſtes grande 


captaynes, the byſhoppes than of Englã⸗ 
de, in hate ofher name and beleue, accuſed 


of ſorcerouſe inchauntmentes and expery⸗ 


mencesof Necromancy agaynſt their holy 
hoꝛned whoꝛyſh churche. And at the laſt 
ſlewe her noble huſ bande in a falſe par 
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| CHE coneluſyon. 

lement at Dury, by their owne hyred ſla⸗ 
ugbter man Pole, as they neuer are with⸗ 
out ſoch. If they were woꝛt hy prayſe, 
whych had theſe alore named vertuesſyn⸗ 
| gle, or after a bodyly fort only, we muſt of 
Double congruence graunt them worthy double 
onoure. honoure, whych haue them moſt plẽteouſly 
doubled. As now ſens Chriſtes Goſpell 
hath ryſen, we haue beholden them, & yet 
ſe them ſtyll tothys daye inmanynoble wo 
men, not ryſynge of fleſh and bloude as in 
the other but of that myghty lyuynge (pre 
te of bys, whych vanquyſhed deathe, helle. 

and the deuyll. N 
inne Conſydre yet how ſtrongly that ſprete 
Fee. in Anne Aſkewe, ſet them all at nought 
with all their artyllery and mynyſters ol 
myſchefe both vpon the racke and alſo in 
the fyre. Whoſe memory is now in bene⸗ 
dyccyon (as Jeſus Syrach repoꝛteth of 
Moſes) and ſhall neuer be foꝛgotten of 
the ryghteouſe. She as Chriſtes myghty 
membre, hath ſtrongly troden downe the 


head of the ſerpent, and gone hence with 
moſt noble vyctory ouer the peſtyferouſe 


ſeede of that vyperouſe woꝛme of Rome, 
the gates of helle not preuaylynge aga⸗ 


ioble. ynſt her. What other noble women haue. 


it 


4 


The Concluſyon. Fo 47. 
it doth Ney i wyll yet herafter apere Women. 
moꝛe largely by ‘a godly doctryne and g 
dedes of fayth . Marke thys preſent boke 
foꝛ one, whoſe tranſlacyon was the woꝛke 
of her. whych was but a babe at the doyn⸗ 
ge therof. Marke alſothe graue ſentences, 
whych ſhe geueth fourth tothe woꝛlde & 
laude that lyuynge father of our loꝛde Je⸗ 
ſus Chriſt, whych haththus taken bys hea 
uenly wyſ dome from the great graue fez 
nyours, that only are wyſe in their orone 
conſaytes, and geuen it ſo largely to chyl⸗ 
ore, Math. 11. That heauenlyloꝛde graũt Prayer. 
her and other noble women longe conty⸗ 
nuaũce in the ſame to bys hygh pleaſure. 
That lyke as they are become gloryouſe to 
the woilde by the ſtody of good letters, fo 
maye they alſo apere gloꝛyouſe ibys ſyght 
by dayle exercyſe in bys dyuyne ſcriptures, 
Whoſe nature is in proc eſſe of tyme to Fyn 
dle their myndes and inflame their hartes 
in the loue of Chriſt their eternall fpoufe, 
as thys preſent boke requyreih, So be it. 


Thus endeth thys godly Medytacyon of the 
chriſten ſowle concernynge a loue towardes 
God and hys Chriſt, aptely tranſlated into 
Englyſh by the ryght vertuouſe lady Ely⸗ 
zabeth doughter to our late ſonerayns 
Ange Henry the. vit]. 


The concluſyon: 
4 Che. rif}. Pſalme of Dauid, called, 
Dixit inſipiens. touched afoꝛe of 
my lady Elizabeth. 


Doles thar true fayth. yet ne⸗ 
VN Li i ner bod, 

an, Sayth in their hartes, there 
N 0 72 is no God. 

e ylthy they are, in their prac⸗ 
tyſe⸗ e 
Of them not one, is godly wyſe. 

From heauen the loꝛde, on man ded loke, 
The knowe what wages, he vndetroke, 
All they were vayne. and went a firayes 
Not one he founde, in the ryght waye, 

In harte and tunge, haue they deceyte, 
Their lyppes throwe fourth 5a poyſened 

beyte. 

Their myndes are mad, their mout hes are 

wode. 

And ſwyft they be, in ſhedynge blode. 
So blynde they are. no truth they knowe, 
No ſeare of God, in them wyll growe. 
Bow can that cruell fort be good? f 
Of Gods dere folcke, whych ſucke the 
blood? 

Vn hym ryghtly, ſhall they not call, 
dyſpayre wyll ſo, their hartes appall. x 
7 tie * At 


The Concluſpon. 
At all tymes God. is with the tuft 
Bycauſe they put, in hym their truſt. 
Who fhall therfoꝛ, from Syon geue, 
That helthe whych hageth.in our beleue? 
Whan God ſhall take, frõ bys the (mast, 
Than wyll Jacob, reioyce in hart. 

Prayſe to God. 
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